THE 


GOBRECHT 


JOURNAL 


For  Collectors 
of  the 

LIBERTY  SEATED  COIN  SERIES 

VOLUME  TWENTY  ONE  ISSUE  #62 


BETTER  DATES  #35 

Listed  below  are  mostly  new  purchases,  with  some  old  friends  seeking  new 
homes.  Also,  I  am  looking  to  buy  or  trade  for  your  better  date  Seated  coins. 
Please  let  me  know  how  I  can  be  of  service  to  you. 

HALF  DIMES 

1839-0  XF,  original,  rev  rotated  80  degrees  $75 

1844-0  XF,  Small  0,  slightly  granular ... .  650 

184€  F-VF,  plugged  at  right  obverse  ..  195 

1848     VF,  Large  Date   45 

1848-0  VF,  Medium  0   35 

1 849/8  ChVF,  V-2,  shattered  reverse ....  50 

1849/8  XF,  V-4,  deep  gray  toning    80 

1858  XF,  lustrous  with  medium  toning  .  30 


DIMES 

1842  XF,  large  obv  rim  cud,  deep  toning  $45 

1842  XF-AU,  bold  strike,  deep  album  toning  42 

1843  XF,  doubled  date,  cleaned,  retoning  .  90 

1845  VF,  doubled  date,  cleaned,  retoning  .  41 
1850-0  VF,  Micro  o,  nice  medium  gray  . .  70 
1852  VF,  repunched  52,  nice  gray  ....  25 
1 852  XF-AU,  repunched  52,  bold  stril<e  50 
1 862-S  F-VF,  counterstamped  2.25, 1 868  27 

1 866-  S  F,  weak  s,  several  ticks  &  scratches  . .  50 
1867  Fair,  ANACS  CACHE,  clear  date  .  235 

1 867-  S  F-VF,  light  gray,  a  few  old  scratches  .  40 
1 870  ANACS  MS-61 ,  lustrous,  light  toning .  1 90 

1 875  F,  Love  token,  TURNER  on  reverse  1 5 

1876  VF,  Love  token,  CENTENNIAL  on  reverse  11 
1876-S  VF,  rusted  die,  filled  S  mintmark  .  13 
1876-S  XF,  light  gray   30 

QUARTERS 

1 838  VF,  light  gray,  a  few  light  marks . .  $55 

1 839  G-VG,  long  claws,  Briggs  4-C  var  25 
1839  AU,  light  cleaning,  lustrous   290 

1844  VF-XF,  light  gray,  underlying  luster  45 

1 845  45/45,  VF,  album  toning  in  fields  .  50 

1 846  XF-AU,  deep  album  toning   80 

1846  46/46,  XF-AU,  bold  detail,  light  cleaning  140 

1 849  XF-AU,  lustrous,  mottled  album  toning  1 50 

1 850  F,  old  cleaning,  light  gray   53 

1854  AG,  counterstamped  STONE  & 

BALL,  SYRACUSE  NY   37 

1857  VG,  Love  token,  P  OF  H  with  flowers  15 

1857  VG,  Love  token,  S.B.  within  border  10 

1 858-S  VG-F,  light  gray,  dig  above  head .  40 

1 865-S  AG,  light  gray,  clear  date   50 

All  coins  guaranteed  genuine.  ANA  grading.  Please  add  $3.00  for  postage.  Ten  day  return 
privilege  if  in  original  unopened  holder.  Layav^/ay  service  available.  Alv*/ays  buying  better  dates 
and  varieties.  . 

Harry  E.  Smith  •  LSCC  #566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
Telephone  (415)  583-9908 


QUARTERS 

866  G/VG,  nice  even  wear   $170 

867  VG,  old  cleaning,  retoning   160 

867-S  F,  light  porosity,  obv  initials   125 

872-S  VG,  light  porosity  &  scratches  ...  425 

880     VG,  medium  gray,  one  rev  scratch  145 

880     VF-35,  PCGS,  deep  gray  toning . .  250 

880  XF-AU,  bold  detail,  light  porosity .  1 80 

881  F,  cleaned,  retoning   180 

885     F,  cleaned,  retoning   185 

887     XF,  deep  original  toning   360 

890  F,  old  cleaning,  retoning    75 

891  F,  Love  token,  No  1 ,  looped   10 

891-0  G/FR,  well  worn,  light  gray   45 

HALF  DOLLARS 

839     VG-F,  ND,  cleaned,  2  heavy  marks  $35 

840-0  G-VG,  Micro  o,  a  couple  marks  . .  19 

842     VG,  Small  Date,  die  crack,  original  38 

842-0  VG,  Large  Date,  lapped  stars ... .  21 

845-0  G,  ND,  base  of  1  lapped   23 

848-  0  G,  broken  0   15 

849-  0  VG-F,  old  cleaning,  retoning  ....  26 

852-0  F-VF,  nice  album  toning   165 

855     ChVF,  repunched  854,  hidden  scratches  90 

862  G/AG,  stained  reverse   16 

862-S   F-VF,  original,  Chinese  chop  mark  45 

863  XF,  old  cleaning,  light  toning  ....  90 
866-S  FR-AG,  No  Motto,  rev  corrosion . .  31 

872-S  G,  Small  s,  faint  obv  initials   17 

872-S  G,  Medium-Small  S,  deeply  toned  20 

874  G,  enamelled  Love  token  CWE  . .  30 
875-S  AG,  counterstamped  PARISIAN 

VARIETIES  16th  ST  &  B'way  NY  .  170 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

844  VF-XF,  hidden  hairlines  under 
deep  toning    $165 

845  F-VF,  holed  at  4  o'clock   85 

870-CC  VF,  rubber  band  mark  on  obverse  350 

872     VG  -I- ,  a  few  scattered  marks  ....  75 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1 875-CC  F-VF,  old  cleaning,  retoned   $85 


OUR  PLEDGE 


To  encourage,  promote  and  dispense  numismatic  knowledge  of  Liberty  Seated 
coins;  to  cultivate  fraternal  relations  among  its  members  and  all  those  interested 
in  the  science  of  numismatics. 


OFFICERS 

John  McCloskey  President/Editor 

Larry  Briggs  Vice  President 

Scott  Grieb  Secretary-Treasurer 


Tliis  is  a  non-profit  organization  dedicated  to  the  attributions  of  the 

LiBERTY  SEATED  COiN  SERiES. 


Printed  and  Bound 
by 

Additional  copies  available  $5.00  each,  from  John  McCloskey 


No  material  in  this  publication 
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Liberty  Seated  Half  Dime  Survey  Resuits  - 1994 

by 

Al  BIythe 

The  1994  Half  Dime  Survey  represents  the  collective  efforts  of  84  respondents, 
and  is  the  result  of  a  significant  amount  of  work  by  those  individuals  who  completed 
the  survey  forms.  They  are  to  be  congratulated  for  their  dedication  in  producing  the 
data  that  has  allowed  us  to  prepare  these  sun/ey  results.  The  1 994  survey  results 
have  been  presented  in  a  different  format  from  the  one  used  in  the  1 987  half  dime 
survey.  The  current  survey  results  present  a  tabulation  for  each  variety  by  grade. 
They  do  not  include  a  summary  by  grade  for  each  date  in  the  series.  The  results  also 
include  information  on  many  new  varieties  not  listed  in  the  1987  survey. 

It  is  appropriate  at  this  time  to  comment  on  the  form  used  in  this  survey.  I  am  well 
aware  that  any  format  that  is  used  will  not  meet  everyone's  needs.  The  half  dime 
variety  specialist  will  want  more  varieties  listed  in  detail.  The  average  collector  will 
find  it  too  difficult  to  identify  many  of  the  varieties  with  limited  identification 
information.  Our  main  concern  in  presenting  the  form  used  was  to  have  one  that 
would  meet  the  needs  of  the  majority  of  the  members,  and  there  are  far  more 
individuals  who  collect  by  date  and  mintmark  than  by  variety.  However,  in  defense 
of  the  variety  collector,  I  believe  that  the  rare  varieties  have  been  identified  by  this 
form  even  if  all  of  the  pieces  in  the  listing  may  not  have  been  properly  identified.  I 
would  like  to  suggest  that  a  follow-up  inquiry  could  be  made  to  those  individuals 
who  claim  to  have  examples  of  what  are  thought  to  be  rare  varieties.  A  letter  could 
provide  explicit  information  on  proper  identification  and  ask  the  member  to  verify 
that  the  piece  is  indeed  an  example  of  the  rare  variety  as  claimed. 

As  indicated  in  the  earlier  survey,  this  new  survey  should  not  be  interpreted  as 
a  random  sampling  of  available  half  dimes.  It  is  biased  by  LSCC  member  goals  and 
their  buying  habits.  Also,  it  should  not  be  considered  as  an  accurate  reflection  of 
half  dime  total  holdings  by  members  as  some  may  have  elected  not  to  participate 
for  reasons  of  their  own. 

The  biases  commented  on  by  those  who  analyzed  the  results  of  the  1 987  survey 
still  hold  true  and  are  briefly  restated  as  follows: 

1 .  One  Collector,  One  Coin  —  Generally,  most  collectors  will  not  purchase  coins 
in  proportion  to  the  number  available.  Once  the  collector  has  an  example  of  a 
given  date  or  variety,  the  individual  will  seldom  buy  another,  except  in  those 
cases  where  the  date  is  thought  to  be  rare. 

2.  Upgrading —Typically,  collectors  will  purchase  the  rarer  dates  in  lower  grades 
and  upgrade  these  coins  when  they  can,  retaining  the  lower  grade  coin. 

3.  Varieties  —  For  certain  dates,  collectors  may  have  an  example  of  each  variety 
where  there  are  multiple  varieties  known  for  that  date.  A  collector  may  have  only 
a  single  example  of  a  date  without  varieties.  By  comparison,  dates  with  more 
than  one  known  variety  may  appear  to  be  more  common  than  they  really  are. 

4.  IHoarding  —  For  reasons  of  their  own,  some  members  reported  large  holdings 
of  particular  dates. 

5.  Limited  Sampling  —  The  coins  represented  in  the  survey  reflect  only  a  very 
small  percentage  of  the  total  number  of  Seated  half  dimes  in  existence. 
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Numbers  reported  for  scarce  and  rare  dates  may  appear  high  as  LSCC 
members  probably  control  a  higher  percentage  of  the  available  pieces  of  these 
dates.  Thus,  despite  the  reporting  of  26  examples  of  the  1 865  and  39  examples 
of  the  1 852-0,  both  of  these  dates  are  still  considered  tough  to  find. 

6.  Attribution  Errors  —  Improper  identification  of  some  varieties  may  occur  as  a 
result  of  the  lack  of  diagnostic  information,  the  lack  of  an  actual  example  for 
comparative  purposes,  or  the  use  of  incomplete  diagnostic  information.  An 
example  of  a  variety  in  the  series  that  may  fall  victim  to  this  is  the  1 838  Small  Stars 
variety.  The  total  of  55  pieces  reported  for  this  variety  may  be  high  because  of 
incorrect  attribution.  It  is  also  possible  that  some  examples  of  the  1853 
Blundered  Date  may  have  been  misattributed.  Owners  of  the  nine  other 
examples  should  compare  them  to  pictures  of  the  discovery  specimen  that  were 
presented  is  Issue  #60  of  the  journal. 

Survey  Results 

A  total  of  4,292  coins  were  reported  by  84  respondents  in  this  survey.  This  is  a 
decrease  of  18  respondents  and  937  coins  from  the  figures  reported  in  the  1987 
survey.  Speculation  as  to  why  there  were  fewer  respondents  and  coins  reported 
would  include:  1)  some  members  may  no  longer  be  actively  involved  in  the 
collecting  of  the  series,  2)  some  members  may  have  decided  it  was  too  time 
consuming  or  too  difficult  to  properly  identify  the  many  varieties,  and  3)  others  may 
have  decided  not  to  participate  for  personal  or  proprietary  reasons.  Nonetheless, 
the  results  from  the  current  survey  have  provided  significant  additional  insight  and 
a  continuing  extension  of  information  for  the  half  dime  series. 


LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DIIVIES  BY  FREQUENCY  AND  GRADE 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

EF 

AU 

MS 

Date,  Variety 

Total 

2-7 

8-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60-63+ 

1837  Large  Date 

48 

4 

10 

14 

5 

12 

3 

1837  Small  Date 

56 

12 

12 

11 

10 

8 

3 

1838-0  V-1 

36 

8 

11 

8 

7 

2 

1838-0  V-2 

19 

5 

5 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1838  Large  Stars 

70 

9 

14 

8 

22 

14 

3 

1838  Small  Stars  V-1 

42 

2 

5 

27 

2 

4 

2 
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13 

2 

2 

4 

4 

1 

1839  V-1 

30 

5 

5 

8 

6 

4 

2 

1839  V-2  Repunched  39 

18 
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2 
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6 

2 

1839-0  V-1  Large  0 

11 
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1 

2 

2 

4 

1839-0  V-2,3,6  Small  o 
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12 
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6 

1839-0  V-4,5  Medium  0 

19 

4 
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6 

5 
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15 

12 

20 

11 

3 
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13 

1 
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3 

1840-O  ND  V-8  Lg  0,  Rev.  of  1839-0 
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1 

1840-O  NDV-2  Med.O 

19 

2 

3 

6 

5 

3 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  BY  FREQUENCY  AND  GRADE 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  BY  FREQUENCY  AND  GRADE 

MS  Proof 
50-63+  60+ 
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AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

EF 

AU 

Date,  Variety 

Total 
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1849-0  v-2  Lg.o  Heavy  Date 

A  A 

10 

2 

7 

4 

1 

1850  V-1  to  V-5 
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1 850-O  V-1  Large  0 

29 

3 

7 

9 

5 

5 

1  oou-u  v-<:  Large  rai  u 

oo 
ci. 

5 

4 

Q 
O 

A 

4 

1 

1850-0  v-3  Medium  o 

0 

0 

o 
0 

loou-u  v-4  omaii  o 

7 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1851  V-1  High  Date 

25 

1 

8 

5 

7 

2 

1  o5i  y-i  LOW  Date 

16 

6 

5 

2 

2. 

io5i  v-d  upniii  uate 

6 

L 

• 

£. 

io5i-u  v-1  Lg  u,  01  loucnes  oase 

OA 

0 

<: 

A 

4 

Q 

y 

c 

o 
0 

looi-u  v-^:  Lg  u,  151  toucnes  case 

0/1 

0 

c 

c 
5 

7 

1 

7 

1 

0 

c. 

io5^  V-1  oompaci  Hign  uaie 

lb 

o 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

io5<:  v-^  open  Hign  uate 

i  Q 

lo 

1 

I 

D 

4 
1 

1  o5*:  v-o  uompact  uate,  Heavy  i 

10 

c 
D 

105^  V-4  upen  Hign  uate,  Ligni  i 

lU 

1 

1 

1 

c 

O 

c. 

io5<:-o  V-1  Large  u 

QQ 
09 

Q 

O 

0 

Q 

y 

c 
0 

c 
0 

1853  NA  V-1 

33 

2 

12 

9 

5 

2 

1853  NAV-la 

5 

1 

1 

3 

1853-0  NAV-1  UrgeO 

38 

8 

13 

6 

5 

3 

1853  Arrows  Normal  Date 

113 

22 

21 

27 

22 

14 

2 
1 
2 

1 
1 
4 

1 


1 
3 

3 
7 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  BY  FREQUENCY  AND  GRADE 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

EF 

AU 

MS 

Date,  Variety 

Total 

2-7 

8-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60-63+ 

1853  Arrows  Blundered  Date 

10 

1 

2 

2 

3 

2 

- 

1853-0  Arrows  Normal  Date 

61 

6 

19 

18 

12 

4 

2 

1853/3-0  Arrows  V-6 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1853/1853-0  Arrows  N-6 

2 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1854  Normal  Date 

70 

8 

26 

16 

10 

5 

5 

1854  V-1  Date  Overlaps  Base 

26 

5 

9 

7 

2 

1 

2 

1854  V-3  Repunched  1 

11 

- 

2 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1854/1854  V-7 

7 

1 

- 

3 

2 

1 

- 

1854-0  Normal  Date  V-1  toV-4 

42 

6 

8 

15 

11 

2 

- 

1854-0  V-5  Incomplete  Mintmark 

5 

1 

- 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1854-0  V-6  Obv  Die  Scratch 

13 

2 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1855  Normal  Date  V-1  to  V-6 

58 

15 

10 

9 

12 

9 

1 

1855  Doubled  Die  Obv 

9 

- 

1 

2 

5 

1 

- 

1855-0  V-1 

27 

2 

9 

5 

5 

4 

2 

1855-0  V-1  a,  late  die  state 

20 

2 

5 

3 

7 

3 

- 

1856  Normal  Date  V-1  toV-8 

83 

5 

23 

16 

25 

11 

3 

1856/4  V-9 

5 

- 

- 

3 

2 

- 

- 

1856-0  Normal  Date  V-1  to  V-5 

47 

3 

11 

9 

16 

7 

1 

1856-0  V-6,  V-4obv&V-1  rev 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1856-0  V-7  Repunched  Date 

5 

- 

- 

3 

1 

1 

- 

1856-0  V-8,  V-4  obv  &  V-3  rev 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1857  Normal  Date  V-1  to  V-9 

104 

16 

20 

22 

26 

10 

10 

1857  V-10  Upset  Rev 

8 

- 

1 

4 

3 

- 

- 

1857-0  V-1 ,2,3,5,6  Urge  0 

55 

3 

10 

20 

14 

7 

1 

1857-0  V-4  Medium  0 

10 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

- 

1858  Normal  Date  V-1  to  V-8 

62 

5 

12 

20 

15 

7 

2 

1858  V-5  Short  Pole 

20 

1 

5 

8 

4 

2 

- 

1858/18  V-9 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1858  Over  Inverted  Date 

32 

7 

8 

9 

3 

4 

1 

1858  Doubled  Date 

12 

2 

- 

3 

4 

3 

- 

1858-0  V-1  High  Date 

10 

2 

- 

6 

2 

- 

- 

1858-0  V-2,3  Medium  Date 

42 

4 

12 

9 

10 

5 

2 

1858-0  V-4  Low  Date 

12 

2 

6 

- 

- 

3 

1 

1858-0  V-5  High  Date 

3 

1 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

1858-0  V-6,  short  pole,  huge  cud 

8 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

- 

1859  V-1  Repunched  1  &9 

5 

- 

- 

1 

3 

1 

- 

1859V-2  Normal  Date 

33 

2 

11 

6 

4 

4 

6 

1859  V-3  Repunched  1  &59 

2 

1 

1859/1859  V-4 

5 

3 

1 

1859-0  Normal  Date  V-1  to  V-3 

39 

5 

12 

6 

8 

6 

2 

7 


LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  BY  FREQUENCY  AND  GRADE 


AG-G 

VG-F 

VF 

EF 

AU 

MS 

Proc 

Date,  Variety  Total 

0  7 

0-19 

i\t\  on 

20-39 

40-49 

PA  rA 

50-59 

60-63+ 

60 

1 859-0  V-4Closed5&9 

6 

o 

2 

2 

1859  Transitional 

1 

1 

1860  Transitional 

2 

2 

1860  Normal  DateV-1  toV-3 

44 

C 

D 

7 

1 

17 

1  / 

c 
0 

4 

1860  V-3a  Doubled  Obv 

2 

4 

1 

4 

1 

1860  V-3b  1860/1860 

10 

1 

A 

q 

o 

c. 

1860  V-3c  Repunched  1 

3 

4 

1 

1860-0  Normal  DateV-1  toV-5 

44 

D 

1  1 

c 
0 

C 

0 

4 

1860-0  V-6,  Severely  Clashed  Obv 

9 

1 

1 

o 

c. 

1 

i 

1 

1861  Normal  Date  V-1  toV-3 

59 

'5 
0 

1 0 

1  1 

1  n 
1  u 

D 

1 

1861/0  V-4 

15 

1 
1 

c 

0 

c 
0 

*j 

1861/0/1  V-5 

9 

i 

1 

0 

1861/0  V-6  Doubled  Obv 

5 

1 

1861/1  V-7 

6 

1 

1 

o 

i. 

o 

1862  Normal  Date  V-1  toV-3 

48 

c 
0 

c 

7 

7 

y 

q 
0 

1862  V-4  Uphill  Date 

8 

A 
1 

q 
0 

4 

1 

q 

1862  V-5  Doubled  Date 

6 

1 

q 

0 

1 

i 

1 

1862  V-6  Doubled  Date,  Doubled  Obv 

5 

1 

1 

q 
0 

1862  V-7,  V-3  obv  &  V-6  rev 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1863  V-1  Repunched  18 

24 

c 

7 

q 

0 

q 
o 

0 

c 

0 
c 

q 
c 

1863-S  V-1 

37 

0 

1  *T 

A 
H 

q 

7 

1864  V-1 

35 

o 
c. 

o 

0 

C 

u 

q 

0 

c 

7 

Q 
o 

1864-S  V-1  Repunched  1 

33 

8 

6 

8 

6 

3 

2 

1865  V-1  Repunched  1 

26 

5 

6 

3 

1 

1 

3 

4 

4 

1865-S  Normal  Date  V-1  to  V-3 

24 

i; 

g 

1 

1865-S  V-4  Repunched  Date 

15 

q 

A 

o 
c 

q 

0 

0 

c 

1865-S  V-5  Repunched  Date 

6 

1 

1 

q 

1 

1866  V-1  Repunched  18 

21 

c 

1 

1 

(; 

5 

1866-SV-1  Blundered  Obv 

31 

w 

(; 

13 

1867  V-1 

18 

3 

3 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1867  V-2 

8 

1 

0 

1 

2 

2 

1867-S  Normal  Date  V-1 

24 

0 

7 

o 

o 

1867-S  V-1  a  Repunched  1 

16 

3 

n 
0 

A 

4 

q 
0 

0 

c 

1 

1868  V-1 

15 

1 

2 

5 

3 

1 

3 

1868  V-2 

22 

3 

6 

5 

2 

3 

3 

1868-S  V-1 

45 

6 

2 

13 

8 

10 

6 

8 


LIBERTY  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  BY  FREQUENCY  AND  GRADE 


VP 

AU 

MS 

111  w 

Uai6,  varioiy 

Total 

2-7 

8-19 

20-39 

40-49 

50-59 

60-63+ 

1  flfiQ  Normal  Date  V-1  to  V-4 

33 

3 

5 

6 

12 

4 

3 

IftfiQ       RpniinrhpH  DfltP 

1  OQ%7  V      ncUUHOi  IwU  L/ulw 

3 

3 

1  flfiQ-S  Normal  Date  V-1  2 

23 

4 

6 

7 

4 

1 

1 

1869-S  V-3  Repunched  18 

12 

3 

3 

3 

3 

- 

1 869-S  V-4  Doubled  Die  Obv 

10 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

1870  Normal  Date  V-1  to  V-6 

94 

2 

11 

8 

55 

10 

7 

1fi7n  V-7  Rpniinrhpd  1 

2 

2 

. 

1  Of  u  o 

. 

1 871  Normal  Date  V-1  to  V-5 

53 

7 

12 

7 

17 

3 

5 

1ft71  V-fi  V-9  nhv  A  V-^i  rpv 

lOl  1            V  t  UUV  01  V  lev 

1 

1 

1 

1  O »  1  O  VI 

35 

2 

7 

8 

10 

4 

4 

1fi71-S  V-1  a  Rpnunched  1 

2 

2 

1 872  Normal  Date  V-1  to  V-5 

61 

13 

12 

9 

9 

11 

5 

1ft79  \/.R  nniihiprl  Dip  Dhv 

10/ £  V  O  L/UUUICU  LflC  WUV 

21 

2 

3 

3 

8 

3 

2 

1R79  \/.7  DniihipH  Dip  Dhv 

8 

2 

3 

3 

1ft79  V-fi  RpniinrhpH  1 
lOf^  V  o  nc[JLii lUi  icu  1 

2 

mm 

1 

1 

1ft79-<?  V-1  MM  ahnvp  how 

1  oi  ^  w  V  1  iviivi  dijyjvu  L/wvv 

33 

1 

3 

3 

14 

11 

1 

1R79-S  V-2  MM  above  bow 

11 

1 

1 

6 

3 

1fi7P-^  V-T  MM  below  bow 

1  Of       O   V   V   IVIIVI   UwiwVT  UWTT 

22 

1 

2 

3 

5 

7 

4 

1fl72-S  V-4  MM  below  bow 

I  \j  1  tm  W   V^T  IVIIVI  lyviwT*  WVff 

15 

4 

3 

1 

6 

1 

1872-S  V-5  Blundered  obv 

7 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

\OiO  V-1 

97 

4 

u 

Q 

c; 

1 

1 

1873  V-2 

19 

2 

4 

2 

3 

3 

3 

1873-S  V-1 

33 

2 

2 

4 

11 

11 

3 

1873-S  V-2 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

n 

As  with  the  first  survey  in  1 987,  we  have  included  updated  tables  for  each  mint, 
ranking  the  date  by  total  number  of  coins  reported  and  giving  the  median  grade  for 
each  date.  Ties  in  rank  are  broken  by  assigning  a  higher  rank  to  the  date  with  the 
lower  median  grade.  In  addition,  a  comparison  of  the  ranking  of  the  date  to  the  last 
survey  is  included.  The  median  grade  is  the  grade  of  the  middle  coin  for  that  date 
when  the  coins  are  ranked  in  increasing  numerical  grade.  A  mathematical  formula 
is  used  to  obtain  the  numerical  value  for  the  median  grade  when  multiple  examples 
of  a  date  are  reported  in  the  same  grade.  Some  collectors  may  want  to  know  how 
their  examples  of  a  date  rank  against  the  typical  example  for  each  date.  The  median 
grade  will  be  helpful  in  providing  collectors  with  a  snapshot  of  their  chances  of 
putting  together  a  half  dime  set  in  a  uniform  grade. 
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Philadelphia  Mint  Issues 


Total 

Median 

Numerical 

1987 

Rank 

Rota 

uraae 

Grade 

Rank 

1 

1866 

21 

upper  XF 

47 

3 

o 

io6o 

24 

lower  VF 

20 

7 

o 

1865 

26 

middle  VF 

33 

2 

4 

1867 

26 

lower  XF 

40 

1 

5 

1 840  WD 

30 

upper  VF 

37 

10 

6 

1864 

35 

upper  XF 

47 

6 

7 

1869 

36 

lower  XF 

40 

9 

o 
O 

1868 

37 

lower  XF 

42 

4 

9 

1846 

38 

middle  F 

16 

5 

10 

1 853  NA 

38 

middle  VF 

28 

11 

11 

1842 

43 

upper  VF 

37 

8 

12 

1859 

45 

upper  VF 

38 

15 

13 

1873 

46 

lower  XF 

42 

23 

14 

1851 

47 

middle  VF 

33 

13 

15 

1839 

48 

lower  XF 

41 

16 

16 

1841 

53 

lower  XF 

40 

14 

17 

1852 

54 

lower  XF 

40 

12 

18 

1871 

54 

lower  XF 

40 

27 

19 

1850 

58 

lower  XF 

41 

18 

20 

1860 

61 

middle  XF 

45 

24 

21 

1844 

62 

lower  XF 

it  A 

40 

A  A 

21 

22 

1840  ND 

65 

lower  XF 

40 

19 

23 

1855 

67 

lower  VF 

24 

20 

24 

1862 

70 

upper  XF 

it  ^ 

47 

26 

25 

1845 

83 

lower  XF 

40 

30 

26 

1847 

84 

lower  XF 

40 

22 

27 

1856 

88 

upper  VF 

36 

28 

28 

1872 

92 

lower  XF 

40 

34 

29 

1861 

94 

middle  XF 

44 

32 

30 

1870 

96 

middle  XF 

44 

17 

31 

1837 

104 

middle  VF 

A  A 

31 

29 

32 

1843 

105 

middle  VF 

32 

25 

33 

1848 

111 

middle  VF 

33 

33 

34 

1857 

112 

 ^  ^  \  /r" 

upper  VF 

^  ii 

34 

36 

35 

1854 

AAA 

114 

lower  VP 

24 

35 

36 

4r>iro  \  A/  A 

1 853  W A 

123 

middle  VP 

30 

37 

37 

1838 

125 

upper  VF 

34 

31 

38 

1858 

127 

middle  VF 

31 

38 

39 

1849 

132 

middle  VF 

33 

39 

10 


Philadelphia  Half  Dimes 

In  the  current  survey,  the  1 866  date  had  the  fewest  number  of  pieces  reported. 
There  was  a  total  of  only  21  pieces  reported  for  this  date  in  all  grades.  In  general 
the  rarity  of  the  Civil  War  dates  from  1 863  to  1 868  continue  to  be  reflected  by  the 
low  number  of  reported  pieces  for  these  dates.  The  1846  date  still  appears  to  be 
difficult  to  purchase  in  any  grade  with  a  low  median  grade  for  Philadelphia  half 
dimes.  Most  of  the  dates  have  rarity  rankings  similar  to  those  recorded  in  1 987.  The 
dramatic  shifts  in  ranking  occur  for  the  late  dates  in  the  series.  There  were 
considerably  fewer  1 871  and  1 873  pieces  reported  in  this  survey  giving  them  higher 
rarity  rankings  than  in  1987.  There  was  also  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of 
1870  pieces  reported,  providing  this  date  with  a  lower  rarity  ranking  than  in  the 
previous  survey.  It  is  not  known  why  these  dramatic  shifts  took  place  in  several  of 
the  more  common  dates  in  the  series. 

San  Francisco  Half  Dimes 

There  were  few  shifts  in  rarity  ranking  for  the  San  Francisco  dates  from  those 
reported  in  the  earlier  survey.  Fewer  specimens  for  every  date  were  reported  in 
the  1994  survey.  The  Civil  War  dates  again  ranked  high  with  the  exception  of  the 
1867-S  and  1865-S  issues.  The  1865-S  now  has  five  Valentine  varieties,  with  the 
V-5  not  even  known  at  the  time  of  the  last  survey.  Also,  what  had  been  called  the 
1865/63-S  variety  has  proven  to  be  an  1865/65-S.  Collectors  have  apparently 
actively  sought  these  varieties.  The  1873-S  date  moved  up  to  5th  in  rarity  after 
finishing  last  in  the  previous  survey. 

San  Francisco  Mint  Issues 


Total 

Median 

Numerical 

1987 

Rank 

Date 

Number 

Grade 

Grade 

Rank 

1 

1866-S 

31 

lower  XF 

43 

3 

2 

1864-S 

33 

lower  VF 

26 

1 

3 

1863-S 

37 

middle  VF 

27 

2 

4 

1871-S 

37 

lower  XF 

41 

9 

5 

1873-S 

38 

upper XF 

47 

11 

6 

1867-S 

40 

middle  VF 

28 

4 

7 

1872-S  AB 

44 

middle  XF 

46 

6 

8 

1872-S  BB 

44 

upper XF 

48 

5 

9 

1865-S 

45 

middle  VF 

28 

10 

10 

1869-S 

45 

middle  VF 

33 

7 

11 

1868-S 

45 

lower  XF 

42 

8 

♦ 
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New  Orleans  Half  Dimes 


The  results  for  the  New  Orleans  mint  half  dimes  were  essentially  consistent  with 
the  findings  of  the  earlier  survey  with  only  a  few  exceptions.  The  1 844-0  date 
increased  dramatically  in  rarity  for  this  survey  with  many  fewer  pieces  being 
reported.  The  current  ranking  of  5th  among  New  Orleans  dates  appears  more  in  line 
with  its  generally  perceived  rarity. 

The  only  other  surprise  in  the  New  Orleans  listings  would  appear  to  be  the  large 
number  of  1 848-0  and  1 840-O  ND  coins  reported  in  this  survey.  This  is  undoubtedly 
due  to  the  publicity  that  these  dates  have  received  through  definitive  articles  on 
these  dates  that  have  appeared  in  the  journal.  It  is  likely  that  some  collectors  have 
been  actively  searching  for  the  varieties  of  these  dates  that  have  been  so  clearly 
described  in  recent  issues  of  the  journal. 

Those  New  Orleans  dates  that  rank  from  1  to  6  in  the  1994  survey  are  still 
considered  tough  dates  to  purchase  for  the  interested  collector.  Once  again  the 
median  grades  calculated  for  the  New  Orleans  issues  are  generally  well  below  the 
median  grades  calculated  for  the  issues  from  the  other  two  mints. 


New  Orleans  Mint  Issues 


Total 
Number 


Median 
Grade 

upper  F 

upper  F 

lower  VF 

middle  VF 

lower  F 

upper  F 

middle  VF 

middle  VF 

upper  VF 

lower  XF 

upper  F 

middle  VF 

upper  VF 

lower  VF 

lower  VF 

upper  VF 

lower  VF 

upper  VF 

middle  VF 

middle  VF 

upper  VF 


Numerical 


1987 
Rank 


Rank 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 


Date 

1842-0 
1853-0  NA 
1852-0 
1840-O  WD 


1853-0  WA 


1840-O  ND 


1839-0 
1858-0 
1848-0 


1844-0 

1849-  0 

1859-  0 

1855-  0 
1851-0 

1860-  O 
1838-0 
1841-0 

1856-  0 
1854-0 

1850-  O 

1857-  0 


37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
43 
45 


47 


48 
53 
55 
58 
58 
60 
64 
65 
68 
73 
75 
78 
90 


Grade 

17 
18 
25 
28 
12 
16 
31 
33 
34 
40 
18 
28 
37 
26 
23 
36 
25 
38 
29 
30 
37 


3 
1 
6 
9 
17 
4 
5 
2 
8 
12 
7 
13 
11 
16 
10 
19 
18 
21 
20 
14 
15 
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Discussion  on  New  Half  Dime  Varieties 

There  have  been  a  significant  number  of  new  half  dime  varieties  discovered  since 
1 987.  A  summary  of  the  majority  of  these  varieties  seems  appropriate  at  this  point. 
Members  who  have  a  copy  of  my  half  dime  book  are  aware  that  I  have  chosen  to 
continue  the  use  of  Valentine  numbers  by  assigning  new  numbers  to  varieties  as 
they  have  been  discovered.  A  listing  of  the  newly  identified  Valentine  varieties  is 
given  below. 


Newly  Identified  Valentine  Varieties 


Date 

Number 

Description 

Comments 

1839-0 

V-7 

Significant  die  crack 
from  elbow  to  date. 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book. 

1840-O  ND 

V-8 

Large  0 

Formally  V-7  and  corrected  as  a 
result  of  Harmon  article. 

1840-O  ND 

V-9 

1 840/1 840-O  Small  o 

Flat  head.  Not  listed  in  1992  half 
dime  book. 

1841 

V-5 

1841/1841 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book. 

1841-0 

V-6 

1841/1841-0 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book. 

1842 

V-1a 

Retained  die  break  on 
reverse. 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book 

1847 

V-la 

Repunched  18 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book 

■  ^      \  w  w  V  w  \Jk  II]    1  \^  \j       1  1  ^11  1  ^Jk  1 1  1  1  ^>  1^  ^^^^  r\  t 

1847 

V-lb 

Repunched  4 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book. 

1  OHO/  1  /D 

V-9 

Overdate 

rreviousiy  not  assigned 
Valentine  number. 

1  OHO/O/  1 

V-10 

Overdate 

Previously  not  assigned 
Valentine  number. 

1848-0 

V-1 ,3,6,7  Large  0 

Valentine  numbers  clarified  by 

Harmon 

1848-0 

V-2,8 

Medium  0 

Valentine  numbers  clarified  by 
Harmon 

1848-0 

V-4,5 

Small  0 

Valentine  numbers  clarified  by 
Harmon 

1849 

V-10 

Double  punched  1  &  4, 
triple  9 

Previously  not  assigned 
Valentine  number. 

1851-0 

V-3 

No  digits  touch  base; 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book. 

similar  to  V-2 

1854 

V-7 

1854/1854 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book. 

1855 

V-8 

Double  die  obverse, 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book. 

different  from  V-7 

1856-0 

V-8 

V-4  obverse;V-3  reverse 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book. 

1858 

V-11 

Over  Inverted  Date 

Previously  not  assigned 
Valentine  number. 

1858 

V-1 2 

Doubled  Date 

Previously  not  assigned 

Valentine  number. 
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Newly  Identified  Valentine  Varieties 


Date 

Number 

Description 

Comments 

1858 

V-10 

Dot  8,  discovered 
by  Fivaz 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book. 

1858-0 

V-7 

Missing  drapery, 
discovered  by  Fivaz 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book. 

1860-O 

V-6 

Severeiy  ciasiied 
ODverse  aie 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book. 

1862 

M-1 

V-3  obverse;V-6  reverse 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book. 

1865-S 

V-5 

1 865/1 865-S,  Reed 
Hawn  discovery  coin 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book. 

1872-S 

V-6 

Micro  s,  tripie  1 ,  fourth 
1  in  skirt,  discovered 
by  Fivaz 

Not  listed  in  1 992  half  dime  book. 

The  new  variety  listing  amply  demonstrates  that  new  varieties  continue  to  be 
discovered.  Collectors  and  researchers  within  LSCC  have  the  unique  opportunity 
to  present  new  finds  through  articles  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  Members  who  think 
that  they  might  own  an  unlisted  variety,  but  who  are  not  inclined  to  write  an  article, 
are  certainly  encouraged  to  bring  their  discovery  to  the  attention  of  an  LSCC 
member  specialist.  It  can  then  be  researched  and  proper  attribution  recognition 
given  to  that  member  who  first  identified  it,  should  the  variety  turn  out  to  be  a 
previously  unknown  variety  in  the  series. 

A  note  of  thanks  is  extended  to  John  McCloskey  for  his  constructive  comments 
and  assistance  in  the  publication  of  this  survey. 


LARGE  PRICE  LIST 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
ALL  DENOMINATIONS 

CALL  OR  WRITE 
BRIAN  GREER 
P.O.  BOX  151271    •    LAKEWOOD,  CO  80215 
Telephone  (303)  232-1131 
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A  Study  of  1 866-S  Dimes 

by 

Jason  Carter 

One  of  the  most  overlooked  issues  within  the  Liberty  Seated  dime  series  would 
certainly  be  the  elusive  1 866-S  date.  Its  moderate  mintage  of  1 35,000  pieces  should 
not  be  used  as  an  indication  of  its  rarity.  A  collector  will  most  likely  have  great 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a  choice  specimen.  I  have  completed  a  study  of  this  date  and 
I  would  like  to  present  the  results  in  this  article. 

The  1 866-S  dime  was  struck  during  an  important  numismatic  year.  Quarters  and 
half  dollars,  as  well  as  three  denominations  of  gold  coins,  were  experiencing 
reverse  design  changes  while  nickels  were  being  struck  for  the  first  time.  The  Civil 
War  had  only  recently  ended  and  mintages  for  all  denominations  were  still  relatively 
low. 

There  are  three  die  pairings  known  for  1 866-S  dimes.  These  pairings  include 
pieces  struck  from  two  obverse  and  two  reverse  dies.  Descriptions  and  observa- 
tions for  each  die  are  given  below.  This  information  has  been  obtained  by 
observation  over  a  period  of  several  years  and  by  the  examination  of  a  substantial 
number  of  1 866-S  dimes. 

Obverse  1  :  A  vertical  die  crack  runs  through  the  entire  design  from  Miss 
Liberty's  ear  down  to  the  shield  and  on  to  the  ribbon  at  the  letter  R 
in  LIBERTY.  The  date  slopes  down  dramatically  from  left  to  right. 
The  shield  position  is  SP-1 0  with  the  left  tip  of  the  1  in  the  date  below 
the  10th  stripe  in  the  shield.  This  obverse  usually  comes  weakly 
struck  with  a  flat  head.  It  is  often  seen  on  nice  smooth  planchets. 

Obverse  2  :  There  is  a  diagonal  crack  that  runs  from  the  upper  part  of  the  8  in 
the  date,  through  the  rock  and  Miss  Liberty's  gown  and  ending  at 
the  right  base  of  the  M  in  AMERICA.  The  shield  position  is  SP-8.5 
with  the  left  tip  of  the  1  in  the  date  below  the  space  between  the  8th 
and  9th  stripes  in  the  shield.  This  obverse  is  usually  seen  on  slightly 
porous  planchets  and  it  usually  comes  with  a  weak  strike. 

Reverse  A  :  Small  Thin  s  mintmark.  Left  edge  of  mintmark  over  gap  between  two 
denticles.  The  mintmark  on  this  reverse  is  often  so  weakly  struck 
that  it  is  not  even  detectable  on  some  worn  specimens.  This  reverse 
is  paired  with  both  obverses.  Often  weakly  struck  through  much  of 
the  central  design. 

Reverse  B  :  Heavy  Bold  s  mintmark.  Left  edge  of  mintmark  over  the  center  of 
denticle.  Examples  of  this  reverse  are  much  more  difficult  to  obtain 
in  all  grades  than  examples  from  Reverse  A.  Unlike  Reverse  A,  the 
mintmark  on  this  reverse  is  easily  noticeable  on  all  low  grade 
specimens. 

♦ 
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1866-S  Dime,  Variety  1-A 


1866-S  Dime,  Variety  1-B 
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1866-S  Dime  Die  Varieties 

Variety  1  -A  :  The  most  common  die  pairing  for  tliis  date.  This  variety  represents 
about  65%  of  all  the  specimens  that  I  have  handled  of  this  date. 
Greer  101 ,  Ahwash  A-1 . 

Variety  1-B  :  A  rare  variety  in  all  grades.  The  finest  example  that  I  have  seen  is 
a  nice  AU  specimen.  I  have  seen  no  other  examples  that  would 
grade  within  15  points  of  this  specimen.  This  variety  represents 
only  about  1 5%  of  all  of  the  known  specimens  of  this  date.  Greer 
103. 

Variety  2-A  :  Very  rare  in  high  grades.  This  obverse  is  approximately  four  times 
rarer  than  specimens  struck  from  Obverse  1 .  This  variety  repre- 
sents only  about  20%  of  all  of  the  known  specimens  of  this  date. 
Greer  102,  Ahwash  A-2. 


1866-S  Dime,  Variety  2-A 


Summary 

It  is  my  opinion  that  fewer  than  1 0  uncirculated  specimens  exist  for  this  date.  The 
1866-S  dime  should  be  considered  very  rare  in  AU  and  quite  scarce  in  XF.  The 
average  grade  for  examples  of  this  date  is  F-VF  with  75%  of  all  pieces  having  been 
cleaned  at  one  time.  The  1866-S  dime  is  still  an  unrecognized  date  in  the  Seated 
dime  series  that  deserves  more  attention  from  the  collecting  public. 
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An  1858  Half  Dollar  with  an  Errant  1  in  Shield 


by 

Dick  Osburn 

I  have  been  specializing  in  the  collecting  of  Seated  half  dollars  for  over  five  years 
and  have  been  fascinated  by  the  varieties  of  1 858.  During  the  past  year  I  have  been 
examining  all  of  the  1 858  and  1 858-0  half  dollars  that  I  can  reasonably  obtain  and 
have  discovered  several  new  and  unusual  varieties  of  this  date.  In  this  article  I  would 
like  to  describe  an  1 858  blundered  date  variety  with  five  errant  digits,  the  most 
spectacular  of  which  is  a  misplaced  1  that  is  clearly  visible  near  the  lower  edge  of 
the  obverse  shield. 

The  mispunch  on  this  variety  is  really  a  spectacular  blunder.  However,  because 
of  the  location  of  the  errant  digits,  it  is  not  nearly  as  noticeable  as  other  blundered 
date  varieties  of  this  period.  On  this  variety  an  extra  1 ,  8  and  5  are  mispunched 
together  across  the  bottom  of  the  shield  and  into  the  folds  of  the  skirt.  These  digits 
are  punched  parallel  to  and  slightly  to  the  right  of  the  date,  with  the  base  of  the 
mispunched  digits  aligned  with  the  lower  hem  of  the  skirt.  The  base  and  lower 
portion  of  the  upright  of  the  1  are  visible  within  the  shield.  The  lower  loop  of  the  8 
crosses  the  right  border  of  the  shield  and  is  visible  at  the  lower  skirt  line.  The  lower 
loop  of  the  5  is  barely  visible  as  a  circular  indentation  on  the  fold  of  the  hem  of  the 
skirt.  The  base  of  a  fourth  errant  digit,  a  second  mispunched  1 ,  is  less  apparent  but 
still  visible  just  below  and  to  the  left  of  the  first  errant  1 .  This  base  is  in  the  rock  to 
the  left  of  the  lower  tip  of  the  shield,  extending  into  the  shield's  left  border.  The 


1858  Blundered  Date  Half  Dollar  with  Errant  1  in  Shield 
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remains  of  a  fifth  errant  digit,  probably  a  second  mispunched  8,  is  visible  in  the  field 
below  the  left  side  of  the  8  in  the  date.  Only  a  short  segment  of  the  lower  loop  of  this 
digit  can  be  seen. 

The  reverse  of  this  variety  is  one  which  I  have  seen  paired  in  an  earlier  state  with 
a  normal  obverse.  I  have  examples  of  both  early  and  late  states  of  the  first  marriage 
in  my  collection.  The  reverse  has  the  Type  1  tail  hub  and  can  be  identified  by  very 
heavy  die  lines  slanting  slightly  up  across  the  middle  and  upper  leaves  into  the  left 
wing  and  claw.  On  the  late  stage  of  the  first  marriage  and  on  the  second  marriage 
there  is  evidence  of  die  crumbling  around  the  UNI  in  UNITED.  Signs  of  clashing  are 
increasingly  evident  as  the  die  state  progresses.  Clash  marks  are  visible  in  the 
recesses  of  the  shield  and  in  the  field  beneath  the  right  wing.  The  clashing  is  very 
light  on  the  early  state  of  the  first  marriage,  very  heavy  on  the  blundered  date 
marriage.  The  blundered  date  coin  has  a  die  break  which  connects  the  top  of  TED 
in  UNITED,  then  turns  sharply  toward  the  denticles  and  extends  to  the  rim  between 
the  D  in  UNITED  and  first  S  in  STATES.  The  crack  is  light  across  the  letters,  but  gets 
very  heavy  as  it  enters  the  denticles. 

As  I  stated  previously,  the  blundered  digits  on  this  variety  are  not  in  obvious 
locations  and  are  therefore  not  easily  spotted  with  a  glass.  I  had  the  discovery  coin, 
a  nice  AU-50  specimen,  in  my  collection  for  three  years  without  properly  attributing  it. 
It  wasn't  until  I  invested  in  a  stereo  microscope  that  I  noticed  the  blundered  digits  in 
the  shield  and  gown.  I  would  be  interested  in  corresponding  with  other  club  members 
who  own  or  have  done  research  on  1 858  half  dollars.  I  have  identified  30  different  1 858 
die  marriages,  and  I  am  sure  that  there  are  a  lot  more  to  be  found.  Send  any 
correspondences  to:  Dick  Osburn,  17  Harbor  Lane,  Kemah,  Texas  77565. 
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Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 

1871-CC 

VG,  even  wear,  scarce  

$115 

1 874-S 

Choice  XF+,  original  

260 

1877 

Choice  XF,  peripheral  obverse  &  reverse  toning 

90 

1891 

XF,  mottled  surface,  some  minor  marks  

14  Day  Return  Privilege 
Please  add  $2.00  for  Postage. 

110 

Paul  Brill  •  LSCC  #749 

230  Mitchell  Road  •  Southern  Pines,  North  Carolina  28387 
Telephone  (919)  692-8317  evenings 
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James  A.  Stack,  Sr.  Collection 
Reveals  New  Collector  Information 


The  recent  sale  of  a  further  selection  from  the  largely  unheralded  James  A.  Stack, 
Sr.  Collection  revealed  several  new  Liberty  Seated  dollars  to  the  present  generation 
of  collectors.  James  A.  Stack,  Sr.  is  no  relation  to  the  owners  of  the  auction  firm  that 
handles  his  sales.  Stack's  of  New  York  City.  He  was  a  quiet  and  unobtrusive 
collector  who  did  not  make  a  big  public  thing  of  his  hobby.  He  bought  coins  at 
auction  through  agents  such  as  Stack's  and  Wayte  Raymond,  but  always  maintain- 
ing a  very  low  profile.  His  collecting  activity  only  spanned  a  few  years,  from  the  late 
1 930s  until  his  death  in  1 951 .  Upon  his  passing,  few  numismatists  were  aware  of  his 
collection  and  its  important  contents  and  none  had  actually  studied  the  coins  for 
posterity. 

Since  Mr.  Stack's  collection  has  been  largely  unknown  by  numismatic  research- 
ers, its  highlights  have  generally  not  been  included  in  recent  lists  of  known 
specimens  of  great  rarities  or  condition  census  estimates.  In  particular,  Walter 
Breen  was  not  aware  of  Mr.  Stack's  holdings  and  consequently  was  unable  to  list 
its  contents  in  his  encyclopedia. 

There  were  three  Seated  dollars  included  in  Stack's  recent  March,  1995  sale 
that  may  bear  some  special  significance  for  readers  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  The 
first  is  an  apparently  unpublished  repunched  date  variety  of  the  Proof  1868 
Seated  dollar.  On  this  specimen  it  can  be  seen  that  the  die  engraver  first  punched 
the  numerals  1 8  into  the  space  on  the  die  reserved  for  the  obverse  rim.  Traces  of 
the  tops  of  an  erroneous  18  can  be  seen  intaglio  lying  on  the  rim.  Unfortunately, 
there  is  no  prior  pedigree  history  accompanying  this  piece.  This  variety  was 
discovered  by  David  Alexander  while  he  was  cataloging  the  collection  for  the 
recent  auction  sale. 
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1868  Proof  Dollar  with  18  Punched  In  Rim 


The  second  specimen  of  note  is  almost  certainly  the  finest  known  1 870-S  Seated 
dollar.  This  specimen  was  owned  by  Colonel  E.H.R.  Green  and  was  sold  to  Mr. 
Stack  by  Stack's  Rare  Coins  in  1 944.  After  that  date,  the  coin  passed  into  Mr.  Stack's 
collection,  where  it  has  remained  until  this  year.  It  is  a  prooflike  specimen  which  was 
graded  Uncirculated  by  the  Stack's  firm.  Before  its  appearance  in  the  Stack's  sale 
it  was  widely  believed  to  be  in  a  much  lower  grade.  Breen  called  it  EF  in  his 
encyclopedia,  while  more  recently  it  was  listed  as  VF. 


1 870-S  Seated  Dollar  from  James  A.  Stack,  Sr.  Collection 
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Finally,  the  most  recent  sale  of  Mr.  Stack's  collection  has  revealed  a  Choice 
Uncirculated  1871-CC  Seated  dollar,  an  exceptional  specimen  and  one  that  is 
certainly  one  of  the  very  finest  known.  This  is  a  date  well  known  to  be  rare  in  any 
grade  and  exceptionally  rare  in  EF  or  better  condition.  Mr.  Stack's  coin  is, 
unfortunately,  without  recorded  pedigree. 


1871-CC  Seated  Dollar  from  James  A.  Stack,  Sr.  Collection 


When  important  old  time  collections  cross  the  auction  block,  numismatic 
researchers  are  often  presented  with  an  opportunity  to  examine  specimens  that,  in 
some  cases,  have  not  been  seen  by  numismatists  for  generations.  This  proved  to 
be  the  case  with  the  Virgil  M.  Brand,  John  Work  Garrett,  Floyd  M.  Starr  and  the 
Norweb  Family  collections.  To  this  roster  can  now  be  added  the  James  A.  Stack, 
Sr.  Collection. 

Michael  Hodder 
LSCC#1467 

♦ 


BUYING 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
SCARCE  DATES,  VARIETIES  OR  COLLECTIONS 

CALL  OR  WRITE 
BRIAN  GREER 
P.O.  BOX  151271    •    LAKEWOOD,  CO  80215 
Telephone  (303)  232-7737 
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HALF  DIMES 


1843 

1853 

1853-0 

1854 

1856 

1856 

1857 

1858 

1861 

DIMES 

1838-  0 
1839 

1839-  0 

1839-  0 

1840-  0 

1840-  O 
1840 
1840 
1841 

1841-  0 
1841-0 

1841-  0 

1842-  0 
1843 
1843 
1845 
1845 
1845-0 
1847 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 
1850-O 

1850-  0 

1851-  0 
1853 

1853-  0 
1854 
1854 

1854-  0 
1856 
1856 

1856-  0 
1857 

1857-  0 


1/1,  N-4,XF+,  nice   $60 

WA,  original,  F+/VF   10 

XF,  die  crack  at  3,  nice   50 

1854/1 854,  near  VF,V-3   20 

AU,  nice  luster    80 

VF  4-,  original   17 

VF,  golden  toning   17 

Over  inverted  date,  G   20 

AU,  sharp   65 

0/0,  F,GR-1 01,  choice   $85 

XF-45,  A-3,  luster   85 

Huge  0,VF+,  scratch   240 

VF,  A-4,  a  little  rough   25 

AU,  GR-1 01,  Small  0   235 

VF-30+,  Small  0,  whizzed   38 

WD,  XF-   285 

WD,  Fine   75 

184/1841,  F,  GR-1 01   18 

Small  0,  XF,  nice   58 

Medium  0,  XF,  scarce   75 

Small  0,  VF/XF,  weak  date   45 

Medium  O,VF-30+,A-1   40 

XF,  sharp  &  original   35 

1 843/1 843, XF, GR-1 01, nice  ....  65 

1845/1 845,  XF-45,  GR-1 01   150 

1845/1845,  XF,  GR-1 03    100 

F+,  original,  light  marks   45 

F-I-+,  GR-1 03,  light  gray    55 

VG,  GR-1 03,  original   15 

VF-35,  GR-1 01,  nice   60 

9/8,  G-l-,GR-101,  scarce   15 


VF-I-,  nice 
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XF-I-,  Medium 0,  A-3    125 

F,  Large  0   35 

VG,  nice  for  grade    13 

WA,  VF,  original    13 

VF-30   45 

AU-58-i-,A-1,  a  beauty   165 

XF-40-(-,  heavy  date   35 

VF+,A-1,  very  nice   20 

Large  Date,  VF,  gray    20 

Doubled  die  obv,  XF   40 

Large  0,  XF-45,  GR-1 02   145 

XF-45 -h.A-l    45 

Medium  0,XF-i-,  scarce   140 


DIMES 

858     XF,  A-2,  original    $32 

859-0  Large  0,  VF-30,  light  marks   30 

859-0  Medium  0,F-1 5,  original   30 

861     Type  I  obv,  AU,  nice   45 

861     Type  II  obv,  VF,  A-3,  nice   18 

861-S  F-I-,  original,  some  ticks   70 

865-S   Bold  S,XF-l-,  weak  head   300 

865-S  Bold  S,  near  VF,  rare   120 

867-S  VF+,GR-102,  rev  rim  tick    75 

867-S  F/G,  two  holes  in  coin    13 

868     VF-I-,  solid  S,  pretty  toning   35 

873     1 873/1 873,  NA,  XF,  scarce   70 

873     WA,  VF/F,  dark  gray   25 

873-S  ThinS,VG   15 

875  1  in  denticles,  G,  rare   20 

875-CC  Wide  CO  in  wreath,  XF-l-    35 

875-S   Micro  s,AU   80 

875-  S   Micros, VF-35   45 

876  Doubled  die  rev,  AU+,GR-101  ..  65 

876  AU-I-,  nice  luster   65 

876-  CC  Type  II  rev,  F/G,  rare   45 

876-  CC  Extra  6  in  drapery,  VG-i-   25 

877  1  in  base,  F,  original   50 

877-  CC  Die  gouge  on  obv,  VF   30 

884-S  VG/AG,  original   13 

887  AU,  clashed  rev  die    50 

888  AU-55+,  A-2,  sharp   80 

888  VF   11 

889  1/1,F-I-,GR-101    20 

890  Four  extra  digits  in  gown,  VG -I- /G  40 

890-  S  Small  s  left,  VG + ,  scarce   20 

891  Digit  in  denticles,  XF-45   90 

891     XF-I-,  beautiful   25 

891     VF,  choice   10 

891-  0  XF,nice   25 

891 -S  Med  S/Sm  s,  XF-^   125 

891 -S  XF-45,  dipped,  nice    35 

QUARTERS 

840-0  ND,  VF,  original    $45 

842-0  F,  original,  dark   30 

853     1  853/1854,  F,  scarce   75 

HALF  DOLLARS 

845-0  1845/1845,  AG -h,WB-1 08   $10 

858-0  VF-h,  digit  in  base,  WB-1 05   48 

858-0  AU,  pretty  toning    150 


TERMS:  14  day  return  privilege.  Personal  checks  must  clear.  Satisfaction  guaran- 
teed. Please  add  $2.00  for  postage  and  handling  on  all  orders.  Many  other  dimes  and 
varieties  available.  Want  lists  solicited. 

Terry  Searcy  •  LSCC  #766 

Rt.  2  Box  10  •  Brimley,  Michigan  49715 
Telephone  (906)  248-3361 
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HERITAGE  Offers  Our 

Newest  Selection  Of 
Liberty  Seated  Rarities 


HALF  DIMES 

1837  NGC  MS64 
1838-0  NGC  XF40 
1842  NGC  MS66  PQ 
1848-0  PCGS  MS67 
1853  ARROWS  NGC  MS64 
1855-0  NGC  MS64  PQ 
1858  NGC  PR65  PQ 
1863  NGC  MS67  PQ 
1866  PCGS  MS63 
1866-S  NGC  MS61 
1870  NGC  MS67 

DIMES 

1845  NGC  MS65 
1849  NGC  MS64 
1853  ARROWS  NGC  MS66 


1867-  S  NGC  MS65 

1868  PCGS  MS64 

1868-  S  NGC  MS67 

1871-S  PCGS  MS62 
1881  PCGS  MS63  PQ 
1891-S  PCGS  MS65  PQ 

QUARTERS 

1840  DRAP  PCGS  MS63 
1840-O  DRAP  NGC  MS61 

1841  PCGS  MS66 
1843-0  PCGS  MS64 
1848  NGC  MS65 
1850  PCGS  MS62 

1864-  S  PCGS  MS63  PQ 

1865-  S  PCGS  MS61 

1869  NGC  MS63 


1858-0  NGC  MS61 

1862  PCGS  PR65 

1863  NGC  MS64 


Call 

Jason 
Carter 

at 

1-800-872-6467 
for  description  and 
price  information 


HERITAGE 

RARE  

_COIN  

GALLERIES 


HkRIIA^lL  Pla/A 

100  Hic-iHLAND  Park  Village 
Dallas,  Texas  75205-2788 
WATS:  1-800-872-6467 
Lcx:al:  214-528-3500 
FAX:  214-520-6968 


1869  PCGS  PR65 
1878-S  PCGS  MS62  PQ 
1887  NGC  MS67 
1889  NGC  MS67 

HALVES 

1848  NGC  MS64 
1850  PCGS  MS63  PQ 
1854  NGC  MS64  PQ 
1873  OPEN  3  PCGS  FI2 

DOLLARS 

1853  NGC  MS65  PQ 

1859-S  PCGS  AU50 
1861  PCGS  MS64 
1869  NGC  PR66  PQ 

1873  PCGS  PR64 


V\Ie  Are  Serious 
Buyers  Of  All 

Liberty  Seated 
Coinage. 

Please  Consider 
HERITAGE 
^fien  You're 

Ready  To  Selll 


A  mcinhcr  ol  the  Hi-nt.ij^c  i.miily  cit  line  compiinio. 
The  \vcirLl'>  l.irf;cst  dealers  in  rare  coins  with  assels 
in  excess  of  $55  milli<in,  iiver  $20  million  in  capil.il 
and  annual  sales  m  excess  of  $120  million  as  audii- 
ed  hy  Arthur  Andersen.  The  Heriiaf;e  ( Companies 
also  have  8  offices  worldwide. 
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An  Important  1872-S  Half  Dime  Variety 

by 

Bill  Fivaz 

At  a  recent  state  show  I  was  talking  to  variety  specialist  Dr.  Glenn  Peterson  when 
he  mentioned  a  Seated  half  dime  variety  that  he  had  just  found  which  he  believed 
was  only  the  second  example  reported.  It  was  an  1 872-S  half  dime  with  the  Micro 
s  mintmark,  first  reported  by  S.  Jones  but  unverified  according  to  Al  BIythe's  book 
on  the  half  dime  series. 

I  happened  to  be  looking  over  a  couple  of  half  dimes  at  a  table  about  an  hour 
later,  and  one  of  the  pieces  appeared  to  be  an  example  of  the  1 872-S  variety  with 
the  Micro  s  mintmark.  The  coin  was  in  AU  condition,  so  I  purchased  it  and  took  it 
home  for  further  study.  After  I  put  the  coin  under  the  microscope,  I  was  convinced 
that  it  had  the  Micro  s  mintmark,  but  I  noticed  something  else  on  the  coin  that  was 
just  as  exciting.  The  1  in  the  date  was  triple  punched  under  the  flag.  I  could  not  find 
any  mention  of  this  in  the  reference  books,  so  I  sent  the  coin  off  to  half  dime  variety 
specialist  Al  BIythe. 

Al  picked  up  on  another  important  feature  that  I  had  seen  but  had  failed  to 
properly  identify.  Besides  having  the  Micro  s  mintmark  and  a  triple  punched  1 ,  Al 
pointed  out  that  this  coin  also  had  a  blundered  die,  with  what  appeared  to  be  the 


1872-S  V-6  Half  Dime  with  Triple  Punched  1 
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top  of  another  1  in  Liberty's  skirt,  just  to  the  left  of  the  pendant.  For  collectors  who 
would  like  a  more  detailed  description  of  this  piece,  Al's  analysis  is  given  below: 

1872-S  V-6  Obverse 

The  obverse  has  a  moderately  strong  strike  with  full  definition  to  Liberty's  head 
and  toe  and  the  shield.  The  left  side  of  the  1  lines  up  with  the  1 1  th  stripe  of  the  shield, 
and  the  shield  tip  points  to  the  area  just  to  the  left  of  the  flag  of  the  1 .  The  1  is  triple 
punched,  with  previous  punches  showing  on  the  bottom  side  of  theflag  of  the  1 .  The 
top  of  what  appears  to  be  another  1  is  noted  in  Liberty's  skirt,  just  to  the  left  of  the 
pendant.  The  pendant  is  directly  over  the  center  of  the  7.  There  is  a  die  crack  that 
runs  from  the  rim  to  the  right  of  the  D  in  UNITED,  through  the  center  of  the  first  S  in 
STATES,  and  ultimately  across  the  bottom  of  TATES  in  STATES. 


1872-S  V-6  Half  Dime  with  Extra  1  near  Pendant 


1872-S  V-6  Reverse 

There  is  a  strong  die  crack  that  runs  from  the  rim  which  branches  into  a  Y  at 
roughly  6  o'clock  on  the  coin.  The  heavier  portion  goes  into  the  right-hand  ribbon 
while  the  weaker  portion  goes  through  the  bottom  of  the  s  mintmark  to  the  left-hand 
ribbon.  A  second  fine  die  crack  comes  off  the  right-hand  ribbon  and  runs  to  the 
center  of  the  mintmark. 

There  is  also  a  die  crack  that  runs  off  the  left  ribbon  end  and  intersects  with  a  strong 
die  crack  which  comes  from  the  rim  at  about  8  o'clock.  Finally  a  fine  crack  branches 
off  the  strong  die  crack  just  mentioned  and  runs  along  the  bottom  of  a  leaf  in  the 
wreath.  The  left-hand  ribbon  end  touches  the  wreath;  the  right-hand  end  does  not.  The 
s  mintmark  measures  0.6mm  and  has  been  identified  as  the  Micro  s. 
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1872-S  V-6  Half  Dime  with  Die  Crack  through  STATES 


1872-S  V-6  Half  Dime  with  Micro  s  Mintmark 
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Al  has  given  this  variety  the  designation:  1872-S  V-6  Blundered  Date,  Micro  s 
Mintmark  with  Shattered  Reverse.  For  those  who  think  that  ail  of  the  major  varieties 
have  already  been  discovered,  develop  a  mindset  that  says:  There  are  obvious  new 
varieties  out  there  that  can  be  identified  if  I  really  take  the  time  to  look  at  the  coins. 
Al  even  found  a  fourth  1  on  my  discovery  coin  that  I  had  missed. 


SEATED  DOLLARS  SEATED 

1840     XF-40,  old  cleaning,  gray   $225  1853 

1840  XF-40.  original  gray    325  1854 

1841  XF-45   275  1855 

1841  AU-53,  PCGS,  lustrous   675  1856 

1842  XF-40,  old  cleaning   225  1858 

1 842  XF-45,  smoothed  rev  rim  bumps  .  1 60  1 860 

1844  AU-50    775  1860-0 

1845  XF-40,  original  gray  toning   400  1861 

1845      XF-45   475  1862 

1845  AU-50,  PCGS   975  1864 

1846  AU-50,  cleaned  and  retoned  ... .  275  1864 

1846  AU-50    450  1865 

1846-0  VF-30,  dark  original  toning   250  1865 

1846-0  AU-53    1150  1865 

1847  XF-40,  old  cleaning   190  1867 

1847  XF-40,  gold  toning   295  1867 

1848  VF-30,  dark  toning   390  1868 

1848     XF-40,  light  golden  toning   525  1869 

1848     AU-50    975  1869 

1848  AU-53,  PCGS,  golden  toning  ... .  1350  1870 

1849  VF-35,  dark  original  toning   265  1872 

1850  XF-AU,  light  obv  rim  bump   850  1872-S 

1850     AU-50,  PCGS   1900  1873 

1853  AU-50,  sharp  strike,  retoned  ....  575  1873 


DOLLARS 

AU-55    $975 

XF-45,  PCGS   3300 

AU-50,  PCGS   3850 

AU-50,  average  strike  for  date  ...  1 050 

PF-61,ANACS    6100 

AU-50,  nice  toning   725 

AU-55    525 

XF-40    925 

PF-62,PCGS   2150 

XF-40,  original  golden  toning ....  475 

XF-45   575 

XF-40   450 

AU-50,  multicolor  toning    925 

PF-60    975 

AU-50,  PCGS   1050 

PF-58    825 

XF-45   425 

XF-45   450 

AU-53    775 

AU-50    575 

XF-40   225 

XF-40,  PCGS,  some  lustre   1 100 

PF-60,  dull  obv,  nice  rev   875 

PF-55,  nice  reverse   650 


Dennis  Newsom  •  LSCC  #872 

P.O.  Box  21  •  Lorton,  Virginia  22199 
Telephone  (703)  791-4352 
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The  Chemical  Causes  of  Pitted  Dies 
at  the  Carson  City  l\/lint 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 

As  a  collector  of  Carson  City  coinage,  I  have  for  several  years  been  interested 
in  knowing  why  certain  genuine  coins  from  this  early  western  mint  show  distract- 
ing surface  pimples.  The  1876-CC  dime  is  of  special  interest  to  me  because  the 
pimples  on  the  obverse  of  many  specimens  of  this  issue  are  so  pronounced. 
Some  1877-CC  quarters  also  show  raised  pimples  but  the  1876-CC  dime  seems 
to  be  the  mint  issue  featuring  the  most  severe  case  of  these  surface  imperfections. 

Many  collectors  have  attributed  the  appearance  of  these  pimples  on  the  1 876-CC 
dime  to  coins  struck  from  pitted  dies.  This  explanation  seems  very  logical  to  me  but 
I  was  unable  to  locate  any  chemical  mechanisms  in  the  numismatic  literature 
describing  how  this  could  have  happened. 

To  get  some  professional  expertise  on  the  subject  of  die  corrosion,  I  contacted 
the  Department  of  the  Treasury  in  Washington  D.C.  I  received  an  informative  letter 
from  George  E.  Hunter  who  is  the  Assistant  Director  for  Process  and  Quality  Control 
at  the  Mint.  He  expanded  on  the  possibilities  of  how  dies  can  become  pitted  and 
shared  the  following  information  with  me:  "There  are  several  possible  sources  for 
pitting  in  the  dies.  Pits  can  arise  from  inclusions  cast  into  the  bar  stock  from  which 
the  dies  are  made.  Pitting  may  occur  during  the  heat  treatment  of  the  dies.  Finally, 
if  the  dies  are  not  stored  properly  and  exposed  to  a  harmful  atmosphere,  corrosion 
may  take  place." 

While  the  first  two  explanations  are  possibilities,  the  writer  believes  that  the  third 
cause  offers  the  best  explanation  of  what  actually  happened  to  the  1 876-CC  dime 
dies.  Coinage  dies  were  typically  stored  with  a  layer  of  grease  over  the  surfaces  to 
prevent  the  corrosion  of  the  iron  by  water,  oxygen,  diverse  acids  and  chloride  salts. 
If  this  grease  layer  was  not  properly  applied,  the  coinage  dies  would  be  more 
vulnerable  to  corrosive  elements. 

Today  the  mint  uses  52100  steel  to  make  coinage  dies.  This  steel  is  iron  with 
minor  or  trace  components  of  carbon,  chromium,  manganese,  phosphorous,  sulfur 
and  silicon  to  give  it  the  desired  mechanical  properties.  Before  changing  to  521 00 
steel,  W-1  tool  steel  quenched  in  brine  was  the  steel  of  choice.  The  switch  to  521 00 
steel  was  done  in  recent  years  for  mechanical  reasons  rather  than  for  corrosion 
resistance. 

How  the  1876-CC  Dime  Dies  Probably  were  Pitted 

The  Carson  City  mint  functioned  under  four  departments.  The  Melting  and 
Refining  Department  was  responsible  for  purifying  the  crude  silver  bullion  it 
received.  In  the  refining  operations,  nitric  and  sulfuric  acids  were  used.  Salt  water 
was  also  used  to  precipitate  silver  as  silver  chloride  prior  to  the  reduction  of  this 
compound  into  "pure"  silver.  Acid  vapors  and  brine  however  are  known  to  corrode 
iron.  In  the  presence  of  these  chemicals  and  a  high  humidity  greater  than  65%  in 
the  summer  time,  it  is  easy  to  understand  how  these  chemical  reactants  could  be 
carried  by  moisture  in  the  air  to  virtually  every  location  within  the  mint. 
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The  writer  believes  that  at  the  Carson  City  mint  in  1 876,  some  dime  dies  were  not 
properly  coated  with  grease  and  were  left  stored  in  a  horizontal  position  with  the  die 
recesses  facing  up.  As  the  moisture  in  the  air  condensed  on  the  dies,  the  airborne 
reactive  chemicals  concentrated  primarily  in  the  recessed  portion  of  the  dies.  This 
is  why  the  greatest  amount  of  surface  damage  on  the  1 876-CC  dime  can  be  seen 
in  the  relief  areas  of  the  coin.  The  fields  show  some  damage  but  the  relief  area  is 
many  times  more  severely  affected. 

Figure  1  shows  a  typical  corrosion  pit  caused  by  chemical  reactants  acting  to 
form  a  micro  electrolytic  cell  on  the  surface  of  the  die.  The  iron  in  the  steel  is  oxidized 
and  oxygen  is  reduced. 

Oxidation  :       2Fe     2  fe-"-"  +  4e- 

Reduction:  +  2Hfl  +  4e-  -» 40H- 

The  resulting  equation  is:  2Fe  +  2H2O  +  02-^  2Fe(OH)2 

High  humidity  and  high  concentration  of  airborne  chemicals  enhance  the  rate 
of  corrosive  activity  on  the  surface  of  the  steel  die.  Metal  chlorides,  such  as  FeClg, 
in  the  corrosion  pit  can  hydrolyze  in  water  to  give  metal  hydroxides  such  as  Fe(0H)2 
and  hydrochloric  acid  which  in  turn  expedite  the  corrosion  process.  Further 
oxidation  of  the  iron  will  produce  Fe"'^*  which  makes  rust. 

1.  2FeCl2  +  4H20  -  2Fe(OH)2  +  4HC, 

2.  2Fe(OH)2  +  H^O  +V20^  2Fe(OH)3 

The  hydrolysis  and  drying  of  the  Fe(0H)3  suspension  produces  hydrated  ferric 
oxide  (FegOg'XHgO)  which  is  rust. 


1 876-CC  Dime  Struck  from  Pitted  Dies 
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FIGURE  1.    Schematic  of  a  corrosion  pit  caused  by  chemical 

reactions  in  a  high  relative-humidity  environment. 


NOTE:  The  airborne  acids  and  brine  are  seen  entering  the  pit 
and  expediting  the  pitting  by  forming  a  corrosive 
electrolyte  with  the  condensed  moisture  on  the  die.  A 
flow  of  electrons  is  depicted  flowing  from  the  iron  in  the 
pit  to  the  surface  oxygen.  The  oxygen  is  being 
electrochemically  reduced  at  the  surface  forming 
hydroxide  ions.  The  iron  is  being  electrochemically 
oxidized  within  the  pit  forming  rust. 
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1876-CC  Dime  Struck  from  Normal  Dies 


The  purpose  in  showing  the  corrosion  mechanisms  is  to  give  the  reader  a 
technical  appreciation  for  the  complexities  of  the  reactions  that  can  cause  rusting. 
It  is  highly  probable  that  airborne  mint  caused  acid  and  salt  impurities  were 
responsible  for  the  aggressive  pitting  of  the  dies.  It  is  then  likely  that  rust  and  diverse 
iron  salts  caused  by  the  corrosion  flaked  off  to  leave  numerous  pits  in  the  steel  die. 

Two  sets  of  pictures  of  uncirculated  1 876-CC  dimes  are  presented  with  this 
article  to  show  the  difference  between  coins  struck  from  pitted  dies  and  those  struck 
from  normal  dies.  The  dime  struck  from  the  pitted  dies  is  telling  us  an  interesting 
story  of  19th  century  mint  technologies. 

Acknowledgment:  The  author  appreciates  the  helpful  suggestions  of  David 
Locker  who  reviewed  the  manuscript  for  this  article. 
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MAIL  BID  SALE 


Mail  bids  will  be  accepted  on  the  following  coins  up  through  April  30, 1 995.  All  lots  are 
guaranteed  genuine  and  as  described.  Usual  sale  rules  apply.  I  hope  that  there  is 
something  here  for  your  collection.  These  coins  have  enjoyed  their  stay  down  here  in 
Georgia,  but  need  to  get  out  and  see  some  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  Why  not  consider 
becoming  a  foster  parent! 


LOT  DATE    DESCRIPTION  GRADE 


Half  Dimes 

1.  1839-0  V-2a,  repunched  date . .  F 

2.  1839-0  V-2c,  repunched  date  . .  VG/F 

3.  1840-O  V-5,  with  drapery   VF 

4.  1840-0  V-5,  with  drapery   VF/XF 

5.  1840-O  V-7,  with  drapery, 

EDS,  no  die  gouge   VF 

6.  1841-0  V-3,  Medium  0, 

slightly  bent   EF 

7.  1841-0  V-3   F 

8.  1844-0  V-2,  reverse  rotated 

180  degrees   AF 

9.1845     V-5,  repunched  date  ...  VF 
10.1845      V-5,  repunched  date  .. .  EF-45 

11.  1848/7/6  Overdate   VF 

12.  1849/6    V-2   F 

13.  1849/6    V-2   F 

14.  1849/8    V-4   F/VF 

15.  1849      V-8a,  LDS   EF/AU 

16.  1849-0  V-1    EF 

17.  1854     V-1,  date  in  rock   VF 

18.  1858      Over  inverted  date   G 

19.  1858  Over  inverted  date  ....  VF 
20.1858     Repunched  date   EF 

21.  1861/0   V-4,  overdate   AU 

22.  1861/0    V-6,  overdate, 

doubled  die  obverse . . .  EF 

23.  1869-S  Repunched  date, 

Breen#3126   EF-45 

24.  1872     Doubled  die  obverse  ..  G 


Dimes 

25.  1838-0  No  Stars,  A-1,RPM....  VF-35 


LOT  DATE     DESCRIPTION  GRADE 


Dimes 

26.  1838-0    No  Stars,  A-2  F 

27.  1839-0    A-3  G 

28.  1839-0    A-3,  VEDS,  no  die  crack  . . .  VG/F 

29.  1839-0    A-3    F/VF 

30.  1839-0    A-3   VF-30 

31.  1840      No  Drapery,  Chinwhiskers 

variety,  a  few  digs   EF 

32.  1840-O    No  Drapery,  A-1   F 

33.  1842       ANACS   AU-58 

34.  1843      A-2,  repunched  date   F 

35.  1849-0    A-1,  Large  0   F/VF 

36.  1856-0    A-2,  56/56,  RPD   VF 

37.1873      NA,  repunched  date, 

GR-101   AU 

38.  1876-CC  A-5,  doubled  die 

obverse,  rusted  die   EF/AU 

39.  1876-00  GR-102,  doubled  die 

reverse,  rusted  die   AU 

40.  1878      Type  1  reverse   VG 

41.  1878      Type  1  reverse   VG/F 

42.  1 891  -S    A-5,  Large  S  over  Small  s  . .  VF 

Quarters 

43.1844-0    Shattered  reverse,  Briggs 

Rev.  F,  VLDS,  ANACS   EF-45 

44.  1853/4     Overdate,  EDS   F 

45.  1876/6    Repunched  date, 

Briggs  Obv  6   VF 

46.  1891  89  in  denticles,  Briggs  7-G  .  EF-45 
Half  Doliars 

47.  1845-0    Dramatically  doubled  date, 

WB-104   VF/EF 

48.  1873      Small  Arrows,  four  stripes 

in  shield,  WB-1 09   VG 


Please  mail  all  bids  to:  Bi||  Flvaz 

P.O.  Box  888660 
Dunwoody,  Georgia  30356-0660 

Closing  date  is  April  30,  1995 
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Liberty  Seated  Halves  For  Sale  or  Trade 

WB-110,  VG10,  second  reverse   $22 

Errant  8  in  rock,  WB-103,  VF-25, 

slight  rim  damage   69 

Repunched  1,  unlisted,  VG-10   29 

Errant  9  in  denticles,  WB-102,  XF-45  89 

Type  1  Reverse,  WB-101,  XF-45   99 

Type  1  Reverse,  WB-101,  AU-55  ....  225 
Type  2  Reverse,  WB-102,  AU-55  ....  179 

Type  1  Reverse,  WB-101,  XF-40   49 

Weird  vertical  stripes,  WB-102,  XF-48  89 

Eagle  laying  egg,  WB-104,  VF-35  ....  39 
Recut  mintmark,  WB-105,  VF-30, 

scratches  in  obv  field   29 

Large  S,  AU-50   99 

Medium  S,  F-15,  Weak  E   29 

AU-50   99 

AU-58   169 

Speared  olive  bud,  WB-104, 

AU-50,  lightly  cleaned    109 

Medium  S,  WB-102,  VG-8   19 

Small  wide  perfects,  WB-102,  AG-3  .  19 
Small  wide  broken  S,  WB-101, 

VF-35,  shattered  reverse  die   59 

Errant  6  in  denticles,  WB-102,  VF-35+  ....  79 
No  Motto,  VG-8,  1  small  rim  bruise ...  59 

Doubled  tail  die,  WB-102,  F-15   29 

Recut  S,  WB-103,  XF-40,  a  few 

light  obv  ticks   69 

Very  small  s,  No  Drapery,  VG-10-I-, 

one  tiny  rim  bump    24 

Large  close  CC,  No  Drapery,  G-4  . . .  349 
Both  Is  slightly  recut,  XF-45+,  unlisted  .  199 

Large  CC,  G-4   39 

MA,  errant  187  in  denticles,  18  repunched, 

early  die  state,  WB-103,  XF-45   189 

Short  Arrows,  recut  1  &  3,  VF-30   89 

Quad-stripes,  WB-109,  G-6,  two 

reverse  scratches   29 

Quad-stripes,  WB-109,  VF-20   99 

No  Arrows,  Small  cc,  AG-3    49 

Large  over  small  arrows,  VF30/XF40  ...  269 
Small  wide  s,  WB-101,  VG-8-I-,  three 

light  rim  bumps   29 

AG3/G4,  light  obverse  scratches   119 

G-4   149 

G-6,  one  slight  reverse  rim  bump  ...  189 

Small  wide  s,  WB-104.  AG-3   15 

Medium  CC,  VG-8   199 

Type  2  Reverse,  PR-60    350 

I  will  sell  at  prices  listed  or  I  will  trade  for  halves  I  need.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Two  week  return  privilege 
for  any  reason.  Please  add  $3.00  for  insurance  on  orders  under  $250.  Please  write  for  trades.  Send  list 
of  what  you  have  or  need.  I  collect  half  dollars  by  die  marriage  and  variety,  so  I  have  a  long  list  of  needs. 
Other  halves  and  a  few  other  coins  available.  Please  write  for  a  complete  list. 

DickOsburn  •  LSCC#717 

17  Harbor  Lane  •  Kemah,  Texas  77565 
Telephone  (713)  334-2476 


1839 

No  Drapery,  F-12   

$79 

1858-0 

1839 

No  Drapery,  VF-20  

199 

1858-S 

1840 

Double  Date,  WB-104,  VF-25,  light 

rev  scratches,  2  very  sm.  rim  bumps 

59 

1859 

1840-0 

Small  0,  WB-103,  VG-IO-l-  

39 

1859-0 

1841-0 

Medium  0,  WB-102,  G-6  

23 

1860 

1843 

Recut  43,  XF-40,  tripled  4,  doubled 

1860 

3,  shattered  obv  &  rev  

119 

1860 

1844-0 

Recut  44,  WB-104,  XF-45  

79 

1860-0 

1845-0 

Large  0,  No  Drapery,  VF-25  

39 

1860-0 

1845-0 

Far  Right  5,  WB-104,  G-4,  two 

1860-O 

small  rim  bumps  

89 

1860-0 

1845-0 

Recut  845,  WB-105,  G-4,  two 

tiny  rim  marks  

29 

1860-S 

1846 

Errant  6,  WB-102,  VF-35,  semi- 

1860-S 

prooflike,  repunching  weak  

49 

1861-0 

1846-0 

Recut  Date,  WB-103,  VF-30  

39 

1861-0 

1849-0 

Large  0,  No  Drapery,  XF-45  

79 

1861-0 

1850 

Repunched  0,  WB-102,  XF-45 

450 

1850-0 

Doubled  obv,  F-12,  doubling  shows 

1862-S 

on  date  and  rock  

49 

1864-S 

1852-0 

VG-10  

59 

1865-S 

1855-0 

0  over  horizontal  0,  WB-102,  VF-30, 

small  circular  scratch  in  field  

139 

1866 

1855-S 

Large  S,  G-6,  obverse  scratches  

179 

1866-S 

1855-S 

Large  S,  G-6,  lightly  cleaned. 

1867-S 

several  light  rim  bruises  

199 

1867-S 

1855-S 

Large  S,  VF-30,  damaged  reverse  . . 

399 

1856-0 

Doubled  Date,  WB-102,  VF-35 

39 

1869-S 

1856-0 

Recut  56,  WB-103,  VF-30  

29 

1857-S 

Errant  1,  WB-103,  VF-25  

179 

1870-00 

1858 

Type  1  Reverse,  XF-45  

49 

1871 

1858 

Type  1  Reverse,  AU-55  

115 

1872-00 

1858 

Tripled  Head  die,  WB-102,  VF-20  . . . 

.  39 

1873 

1858 

Recut  18  &  second  8,  WB-107,  AU-50  . . 

119 

1858 

Errant  88  from  rock,  WB-108,  VF-20  . 

.  39 

1873 

1858 

Type  2  Reverse,  VF-35  

49 

1873 

1858-0 

Mispunched  second  8,  WB-102,  AU-50  . 

119 

1858-0 

Errant  18  from  rock,  WB-104,  XF-40  . 

.  69 

1873 

1858-0 

Top  of  errant  18  in  denticles,  extra 

1873-00 

8  in  rock,  WB-1 06,  VG-10  

22 

1874 

1858-0 

WB-106,  VF-35  

49 

1874-S 

1858-0 

WB-1 06,  AU-53  

139 

1858-0 

Quadruple  8,  WB-107,  AU-50   

119 

1874-00 

1858-0 

Errant  8  from  rock,  WB-108,  VF-35  . . 

.  49 

1874-00 

1858-0 

WB-108,  XF-45   

79 

1874-00 

1858-0 

WB-108,  VG-10  second  reverse  .... 

22 

1875-S 

1858-0 

Recut  1  &8,  WB-110,  VF-25   

39 

1878-00 
1880 
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A  Note  on  the  1851  GR-101  Dime 


by 

Christopher  F.  Pilliod 

The  1 851  GR-1 01  dime  is  an  interesting  variety  with  various  die  states  showing 
different  amounts  of  repunching  at  the  bottoms  of  the  8,  5  and  1 .  This  variety  is 
readily  available  to  collectors  in  low  grade  but  it  is  distinctly  more  difficult  to  obtain 
in  a  nice  high  grade.  I  was  recently  able  to  acquire  a  very  choice  example  of  this 
variety  and  upon  further  study  at  home  noticed  that  it  has  a  nicely  misplaced  digit 
in  the  lower  shield  area. 

The  top  portion  of  a  1  can  be  seen  at  the  junction  of  the  shield  and  the  second 
set  of  vertical  shield  lines.  The  upper  serif  of  the  1  crosses  the  shield  boundary  and 
runs  up  into  the  second  set  of  vertical  shield  lines.  This  extra  digit  is  strong  enough 
to  be  seen  in  the  full  obverse  picture  of  the  1 851  dime  in  the  Greer  book  and  in  the 
full  obverse  picture  of  the  1 851  A-4  dime  shown  in  the  Ahwash  book.  It  is  a  wonder 
that  this  extra  digit  has  not  been  noticed  before. 

The  picture  of  the  1851  GR-101  dime  presented  with  this  article  shows  light 
repunching  below  the  base  of  the  5.  The  strongest  repunching  in  the  date  appears 
at  the  base  of  the  final  1 ,  an  area  not  shown  in  this  picture. 


1851  GR-101  Dime  with  Extra  1  in  Shield 
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HUNTING  FOR  HALF  DIMES  &  MORE? 

HALF  DIMES 

1 838     XF-45,  Small  Stars,  early  die  state,  original  dark  gray,  a  few  small  rim  marks  ....  $1 25 

1838     AU-58,  well  struck  with  good  luster   165 

1 839-0  G-5,  V-1 ,  Large  0,  a  few  old  scratches  at  bottom  of  drapery,  nice  for  grade,  rare .  650 

1 840  XF-40,  With  Drapery,  attractive  dark  gray   1 50 

1841  XF-45,  nice  for  grade,  bold  strike   55 

1842-0  XF-40,  lightly  toned  original,  sharp  strike,  one  old  long  scratch  in 

obv  field,  scarce  in  this  grade   375 

1849-0  VF-25,  sharp  original,  scarce  this  nice   200 

1 851  -0  VF-25,  V-3,  no  digits  in  date  touch  rock,  only  one  other  example 

known,  lightly  cleaned,  a  few  minor  marks    225 

1 853     VF-25,  No  Arrows,  old  cleaning,  reverse  field  scratch   75 

1853-0  G-5,  No  Arrows,  minor  obverse  marks,  old  reverse  scratches   105 

1 855-  0  VF-25,  light  gray,  well  struck  for  date   45 

1 856-  0  ANACS  AU-50,  lustrous,  tough  date  in  this  grade   225 

1859-0  XF-40,  old  light  cleaning   88 

1863  G-4,  decent  example  of  key  Civil  War  date    115 

1864  VG-10,  decent  example  of  key  Civil  War  date   345 

1 865  G-4,  original  full  rim  good,  elusive  date   240 

1866-S  XF-45,  sharp  lightly  toned  original   125 

1 868     F-1 5,  medium  gray  original,  tough  date   88 

1872  AU-50,  V-6,  doubled  die  obverse,  sharp  example   225 

DIMES 

1 861     ANACS  MS-62,  sharp,  steel  blue  highlights   $1 75 

1873  VF,  No  Arrows,  Open  3,  album  toning   65 

1874  XF,  lightly  toned   65 

1886     AU,  lovely  peripheral  toning   48 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-S  F/VF,  attractive  original   $75 

QUARTERS 

1861     XF+,  sharp,  problem  free  original   $70 

1 870    ANACS  PF-61 ,  a  few  small  marks  away  from  higher  grade   285 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1 841     VF,  sharp,  nice  for  grade   $1 95 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1 877     F+ ,  original,  a  couple  of  reverse  rim  bruises   $73 


Many  other  nice  coins  available.  Send  for  free  price  list.  Conservative  grading  and 
accurate  descriptions  guaranteed.  Ten  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  original 
holders.  Please  add  $2.00  to  all  orders  for  postage  and  handling.  California  residents 
please  add  sales  tax.  Please  list  alternative  selections  when  possible.  Thank  you. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff  •  LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776  •  Redwood  City,  California  94064 
Telephone  (415)  367-1064 
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The  1891-S  Quarter 

by 

William  H.  Cregan 


The  1891-S  quarter  has  always  been  one  of  my  favorite  dates  in  the  Liberty 
Seated  quarter  series.  This  date  often  comes  unevenly  struck,  and  is  probably  not 
as  common  in  sharp  condition  as  is  generally  believed.  The  1 891  -S  quarter  is  also 
significant  as  a  part  of  the  economic  history  that  marked  a  romantic  end  to  the 
Liberty  Seated  series  in  the  old  west. 

The  1 891  -S  quarter  frequently  is  not  fully  struck  and  often  displays  softness  on 
the  head,  breasts  and  rims.  The  reverse  frequently  has  shallow  rims,  weakness  in 
the  lettering  and  an  uneven  strike  on  the  eagle.  The  reverse  rims  also  seem  to  be 
beveled  or  rounded,  thus  not  protecting  the  interior  design  from  wear. 

Despite  a  mintage  of  over  two  million  pieces,  the  1891-S  quarter  is  not  as 
common  in  sharp  condition  as  might  be  expected.  Its  general  weakness  of  strike 
and  the  lack  of  any  evidence  to  indicate  that  these  problems  were  corrected  at  the 
mint  have  certainly  contributed  to  this  situation.  Yet  it  is  not  surprising  that  striking 
problems  would  be  overlooked  during  this  year  with  the  knowledge  that  a  new 
design  would  soon  be  used  to  strike  quarters  at  the  mint. 

The  heavy  commercial  activity  at  the  time  when  the  1 891  -S  quarter  was  struck 
must  have  claimed  many  specimens  of  this  date.  By  the  1 890s  the  west  had  been 
settled  and  the  new  economic  order  laid  down.  The  days  of  the  gambler,  miner  and 
real  estate  speculator  were  rapidly  closing.  Golden  business  opportunities  were 
vanishing.  Instead,  most  newcomers  to  the  West  now  worked  for  wages  in 
established  industries  and  businesses.  These  wages  were  low  and  it  was  hard  for 
the  average  worker  to  save  even  a  quarter  from  his  weekly  pay.  The  1 891  -S  quarter 
was  struck  in  the  middle  of  this  activity  and  it  may  have  been  lost  out  of  proportion 
to  its  mintage.  There  are  many  interesting  common  dates  in  the  Liberty  Seated 
quarter  series,  but  the  1 891  -S  date  stands  out  because  of  its  uneven  strike  and  its 
historical  significance  as  the  last  of  the  San  Francisco  quarters  in  the  Liberty  Seated 
series. 
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When  It  Comes  to  Liberty  Seated  Coins, 

the  SpotHght  is  on 

Bowers  &  Merena 


Are  You  Buying  Liberty 
Seated  Coins  For  Your 
Collection? 

Then  participating  in  our  auctions  is  an  abso- 
lute must.  Over  the  years  we  have  had  every- 
thing from  the  unique  and  extremely  rare 
(1870-S  half  dime,  unique;  gem  Uncirculated 
1873-CC  Without  Arrows  quarter,  1870-S 
$1,  and  more)  to  the  common  (circulated 
pieces,  "type"  coins,  and  the  like).  We  invite 
you  to  come  aboard  today.  For  $79  you  get  all 
of  our  auction  catalogues  issued  during  the 
next  year,  plus  our  ^itre  Coin  Review  (listing 
Liberty  Seated  coins  for  sale  in  every  issue), 
and  other  periodicals — a  value  of  over  $200. 


Thinking  Of  Selling  Your 
Liberty  Seated  Coins? 

If  so,  you  have  come  to  the  right  place!  We 
would  be  pleased  to  talk  with  you  about 
offering  your  specialized  collection  at  auc- 
tion. The  success  we  have  realized  for  many 
other  members  of  the  Liberty  Seated  Coin 
Collectors  Club  we  can  realize  for  vou  as 
well.  Your  toll-free  telephone  call  to  1-800- 
222-5993  to  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  our  direc- 
tor of  auctions,  or  a  letter  sent  to  us,  will  bring 
an  immediate  response. 

Buying  or  selling — focus  on  Bowers  and 
Merena  for  all  your  Liberty  Seated  collect- 
ing needs. 


Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries^  Inc. 

Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

(800)222-5993  •  (603)569-5095 
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A  Shield  Defect  on  1854  Seated  Dimes 


by 

Gerard  O'Donnell 

An  unusual  flaw  caught  my  eye  while  studying  the  obverse  of  an  1854  Seated 
dime  during  my  search  for  varieties  in  the  Seated  dime  series.  I  noticed  what  at  first 
appeared  to  be  an  extended  shield  line  descending  from  the  left  edge  of  the  shield 
at  the  third  stripe  in  the  shield.  Upon  further  study  the  defect  really  seems  to  be  a 
crease  in  the  banner  that  extends  out  to  the  left  of  the  shield.  The  defect  appears 
as  a  cut  that  runs  through  the  banner  and  up  into  the  edge  of  the  shield  below  the 
third  vertical  stripe. 

I  personally  own  four  1 854  Philadelphia  mint  dimes  and  one  1 854-0  dime,  each 
having  the  characteristic  flaw.  You  can  identify  this  flaw  on  the  pictures  of  the  1 854 
and  1 854-0  dimes  in  the  Greer  book.  Issue  #60  of  the  journal  featured  two  separate 
articles  showing  close  up  pictures  of  Philadelphia  and  New  Orleans  mint  dimes  of 
1 854,  each  showing  the  cut  in  the  banner.  I  have  attended  many  auctions  and  coin 
shows  and  studied  many  1 854  Seated  dimes.  I  must  conclude  that  this  cut  in  the 
banner  is  a  diagnostic  feature  for  all  1854  Seated  dimes  that  must  have  been 
present  on  the  hub  that  produced  the  coinage  dies  for  this  year. 

Comments  on  the  observations  made  in  this  article  are  welcome.  Possible 
explanations  for  the  cause  of  this  shield  defect  would  be  most  welcome. 


1854  Dime  with  Shield  Defect 
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WANTED!!! 


CUDS  &  HEAVY  DIE  BREAKS  ON  ALL  SEATED  COINAGE 

I  would  like  to  buy,  trade  or  just  photograph  cuds  and  heavy  die  breaks  on 
all  Seated  coinage  for  my  numismatic  research.  I  will  pay  well  over  listed  Trends 
prices  for  such  items.  Chris  Pilliod 


1891  Seated  Dime  Reverse  1853  Arrows  Half  Dollar  Reverse 


FOR  SALE 

Seated  Dime  Varieties 

1 852/52      Greer  101,  XF-40  original,  early  die  state   $79 

1853         Arrows.  Extremely  attractive  original  AU+.  Double  error  piece. 

Repunched  1/1  south  and  small  planchet  clip  at  11  o'clock   225 

1853         Arrows.  VG.  Reverse  rotated  approximately  35  degrees   14 

1855         Gorgeous  original  UNC,  MS-61.  Greer  101,  very 

strong  doubled  die  east  and  an  early  die  state   695 

1875         Original  XF-40.  Greer  104.  Nice  1  repunched 

in  denticle.  Struck  through  on  reverse   99 

1876-CC     Ch  AU.  Strong  doubled  die  reverse.  Greer  102   150 

1886         Ch  AU,  original.  Digits  in  denticles,  unlisted   119 

1890         Ch  XF,  original.  Greer  101,  blundered  date, 

early  die  state   125 

1890         Unlisted  doubled  die  obverse,  minor  doubling 

on  AMERICA,  Original  AU-50   99 

Seated  Quarter  Varieties 

1841-0       Doubled  Obverse  from  hoard,  AU,  early  die  state    $110 

1841-0       Doubled  Obverse  from  hoard.  UNC  with  porosity  on 
reverse  and  at  date  on  the  obverse.  Attractive 
uncleaned  piece,  early  die  state   250 

1855         Doubled  die  obverse,  attractive  doubling,  original  XF   189 


TERMS:  Full  return  privileges.  Please  add  $2.50  postage  on  all  orders 

Chris  Pilliod 

P.O.  Box  12722  •  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46864 
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A  New  1846  Tall  Date  Half  Dollar  Die  Variety 


by 

Paul  Brill 

I  would  like  to  report  the  characteristics  of  a  new  die  variety  for  the  1 846  Tall  Date 
half  dollar.  This  variety  is  characterized  by  a  recut  8  in  the  date  along  with  recut  stars 
and  other  reverse  die  cracks.  This  half  dollar  variation  was  listed  by  Larry  Briggs  in 
a  Coin  World  advertisement  dated  January  3, 1 994.  Neither  Beistle  nor  Wiley  and 
Bugert  have  listed  this  die  variety  in  their  publications.  The  coin  illustrated  in  this 
article  grades  a  strong  Ch.EF-45  with  light  toning. 

The  recut  8  variety  is  defined  by  the  following  characteristics: 

1 .  A  clear  8  cut  over  a  second  8  in  the  date.  There  are  no  die  cracks  running 
through  the  date  as  stated  in  several  of  Beistle's  Tall  Date  descriptions.  The 
doubling  on  the  lower  loop  of  the  8  is  more  visible  than  that  on  the  upper  loop. 

2.  All  stars  are  recut  except  for  the  9th  star  to  the  right  of  the  cap.  The  obverse 
has  full  drapery  and  a  supported  foot. 


Recut  8  on  1846  Tall  Date  Half  Dollar 
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3.  A  die  crack  starts  to  the  left  of  the  bottom  serif  of  the  H  and  continues  through 
the  bottom  of  the  letters  in  HALF  and  through  the  DO  of  DOL.  The  crack  splits 
into  two  lines  as  it  exits  from  the  D,  with  one  line  running  into  the  denticles. 

4.  A  light  die  crack  runs  through  the  top  of  the  UNITE  letters  of  UNITED. 

5.  A  strong  die  crack  flows  from  the  denticles  between  the  D  and  S  and 
continues  through  the  tops  of  the  letters  of  STATES. 

6.  A  light  die  crack  runs  through  the  letters  RICA  of  AMERICA. 

The  characteristics  of  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  sides  of  this  coin  appear  to 
be  unique  when  compared  to  varieties  described  by  Beistle  and  Wiley  &  Bugert.  I 
would  be  interested  to  know  if  other  members  have  seen  examples  of  this  variety. 


Die  Crack  through  HALF  DOL  on  1846  Tall  Date  Half  Dollar 
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Die  Crack  through  STATES  on  1846  Tall  Date  Half  Dollar 


DIMES 

1884      PCGS  Proof-64,  light  golden  toning  . . . 

$700 

QUARTERS 

1850-O    NGC  AU-58,  white,  a  touch  of  gold  .... 

$725 

1861-S  F-12  

145 

1864      PCI  EF-45,  nice  album  toning  

275 

1873-S    PCI  EF-45,  Briggs  2-B,  scarce  

375 

1877-CC  PCGS  MS-63,  a  touch  of  blue  gold  .... 

575 

1 881      NGC  AU-58,  light  violet  toning  

395 

HALF  DOLURS 

1 868-S    VF-20,  original,  rim  tick  at  6  o'clock .... 

$44 

1877-CC  AU-53,  frosty  white  

225 

Hours:  10:30  AM  -  7:00  PM. 

Please  include  postage  on  orders  under  $100.  Two  week  return 

privilege.  Minnesota  residents  please  add  sales  tax.  Thanks. 

NeilClasen  LSCC  #607 

P.O.  Box  413  •  Anoka,  Minnesota  55303 

Telephone  (612)  421-4555 
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Another  Blundered  Die  Identified  for 
the  1856  Small  Date  Dime 

by 

Gerry  Fortin 

A  recent  study  of  1 856  Small  Date  Seated  dimes  has  produced  a  number  of  new 
variety  findings.  Most  note  worthy  is  the  discovery  of  another  blundered  date 
obverse  die  through  examination  of  a  high  grade  hoard  of  approximately  70  pieces 
of  this  date.  This  new  blundered  die  finding  and  other  observations  are  presented 
for  fellow  Seated  dime  variety  collectors  so  that  they  can  update  their  knowledge 
on  this  date. 

The  examination  of  this  hoard  allowed  me  to  identify  a  total  of  1 5  different  1 856 
Small  Date  obverse  dies.  During  the  process  of  separating  the  dimes  into  die 
characteristic  groupings,  a  significant  number  of  doubled  dies  were  noted.  Inspec- 
tion of  this  doubled  die  grouping  produced  two  new  discoveries,  the  blundered  die 
as  pictured  here  and  another  new  variety  with  the  shield  doubled  significantly 
northward.  The  latter  discovery  was  communicated  to  Brian  Greer  and  mentioned 
in  his  recent  price  list. 

The  hoard  produced  a  total  of  three  coins  with  this  new  blundered  obverse  die. 
The  photographed  coin  grades  EF-40  and  is  well  struck  with  evidence  of  being 
dipped  in  the  past.  The  top  of  the  blundered  digit  is  located  directly  below  the  Y  in 
LIBERTY  on  the  scroll.  My  belief  is  that  the  extra  digit  is  the  top  of  an  extra  8  from 
a  stray  date  punch.  Doubling  on  the  lower  left  hand  side  of  the  shield  and  the  gown 
line  to  the  left  of  the  pendant  is  also  evident.  This  obverse  die  features  shield  position 
SP-7  and  denticle  ruler  DR-OR  measurements  and  a  level  date.  Die  chips  around 
stars  3,  4,  5  and  6  are  also  noted  for  completeness. 


1856  Small  Date  Dime  with  Extra  8  Punch  Below  Y  on  Scroll 
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The  other  two  dimes  of  this  variety  from  the  hoard  graded  VF-30  and  EF-45.  It 
should  be  noted  that  all  of  the  dimes  in  this  hoard  graded  from  VF-20  to  EF-45. 
Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  both  Tom  Mulvaney  and  Chris  Pilliod  for  their 
photographic  support  in  documenting  this  variety.  Tom  Mulvaney  provided  an  initial 
photo  while  the  photograph  presented  with  this  article  was  taken  by  Chris  Pilliod. 




Now  you  can  clearly  see  tiny  features  in  3-D  that  20X  cannot  quite  reveal; 
just  switch  powers  while  you  work. 

There  is  no  other  microscope  like  this  on  the  market.  The  new  Swift  Tri 
Power  M27  Series  microscopes  far  out  perform  the  standard  stereo  micro- 
scopes, yet  they  are  priced  to  compete  with  ordinary  microscopes. 

A  locked-on  rotatable  nose  piece  on  the  Model  M27B-124  enables  you  to 
click  from  1 0X  to  20X  or  40X.  A  rotatable  head  makes  it  easy  for  more  than  one 
user  to  examine  the  same  item  simply  by  swiveling  the  head  from  front  to  back. 
Widefield  10X,  15.5mm,  paired  eyepieces  are  locked-on  and  eyeshields  can 
be  slipped  on  to  exclude  ambient  light.  A  6V,  10W  bulb  provides  brightness 
with  minimal  heat;  incident  light  from  above,  with  reversible  opaque  stage 
plate.  Not  only  the  main  structural  units  but  also  the  internal  gears  and  other 


NEW  TRI  POWER 
STEREO  MICROSCOPES  FROM  SWIFT 


parts  are  solid  metal.  A  large  5"  by  8" 
metal  base  ensures  stability.  There 
is  a  5  year  limited  warranty  of  parts 
and  workmanship. 


DELIVERED 


J 


Microscopes  can  be  purchased 
by  contacting: 

Bill  Fivaz 


P.O.  Box  888660 
Dunwoody,  Georgia  30356-0660 

Telephone  (404)  396-6125 

evenings  &  weekends 
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HALF  DIMES 

1837      Small  Date,  MS-63,  sharp   $850 

1837  Large  Date,  XF-40    270 

1838  AU-55   120 

1840      Drapery,  XF-40   145 

1842  MS-60    167 

1 842-0    VF-20,  weakly  struck  head   215 

1843  V-2,  MS-63,  NGC,  toned    275 

1843      V-3,  AU-55,  lustrous   99 

1849      V-2,  MS-63,  NGC,  toned    315 

1849  V-7,  AU-55   92 

1849-  0    XF-40,  NGC   450 

1850  AU-50   90 

1850-  O    Large  0,  MS-60,  sharp   595 

1851-  0    AU-50,  toned  at  lx)rder    175 

1853      No  Arrows,  XF-40   190 

1853  No  Arrows,  MS-60,  full  strike   550 

1853-0    No  Arrows,  XF-45,  rare    1450 

1854  MS-60    170 

1857  V-4,  MS-63,  NGC,  lovely  toning    235 

1858  V-1,  MS-63,  NGC,  toned    235 

1858  V-7,  MS-63,  NGC,  toned    235 

1859  MS-60,  deep  PL   197 

1859-0    MS-60,  frosty  &  choice   275 

1860  V-1,  MS-63,  NGC    245 

1861  V-3,  MS-63,  NGC,  toned    225 

1862  V-4,  MS-63,  NGC,  toned    220 

1863  VG-8,  weak  UBERTY   150 

1863      VF-20,  evenly  worn   285 

1864-S    AU-50   325 

1864-S     MS-60    685 

1867-  S    AU-50,  light  golden  toning   200 

1868      AU-50,  lovely  iridescent  toning   325 

1868-  S     MS-60    295 

1869-  S    V-1,  MS-63,  NGC   645 

1870       MS-63    225 

1871-  S    V-1,  MS-63,  NGC,  toned    490 

1872  MS-63    200 

1872-  S    V-4,  MS-63,  NGC   200 

1873  V-1.  MS-63,  NGC   220 

DIMES 

1839  MS-60,  sharp  &  lustrous    $230 

1839-0    AU-58,  lustrous  &  rare   500 

1840  No  Drapery,  MS-60    225 

1840  Drapery,  VF-30   135 

1841  AU-50,  lustrous   110 

1841-  0    AU-50   215 

1842-  0    AU-50,  NGC    1125 

1843-  0    VF-25   195 

1848  MS-60    695 

1849  MS-60,  choice  for  grade    350 

1852-  0    XF-40   150 

1853      Arrows,  AU-58   125 


DIMES 

1855  AU-50,  well  struck   $118 

1857-0    AU-50,  dark   150 

1864      MS-60,  struck  from  clashed  dies   950 

1872       AU-55   85 

1872-  CC  XF-40,  some  porosity,  nice   2500 

1873-  CC  VF-30,  lovely  light  gray    3700 

1875      MS-63,  nice  strike   185 

1875-  CC  CC  t)elow  tx)w,  MS-60   145 

1877-CC  MS-60    160 

1877-S    MS-60,  full  strike   120 

1882      MS-60    110 

1885      MS-60,  weak  head   100 

1885      Proof-63,  mirrored  surlaces   625 

1886-  S    MS-60,  scarce  date    540 

1887  MS-60,  full  strike   115 

1887-  S    MS-63    295 

1888  MS-63    200 

1889  MS-60    110 

1891       MS-60    110 

QUARTERS 

1840-  0    Drapery.  AU-50,  NGC   $535 

1841-  0    AU-50   295 

1842-  0    Small  Date,  XF-40,  lightly  toned   2950 

1843  AU-50,  reverse  die  break   175 

1844  AU-55,  PL   190 

1845  AU-55,  bold  strike   225 

1847-0    Recut  date,  VF-30   85 

1849  AU-50   270 

1850  XF-40,  lovely  toning   145 

1850-0    AU-50   455 

1851  AU-50   315 

1852  AU-50   350 

1853  A&R,  AU-50,  ANACS    325 

1854  AU-58,  PCGS    295 

1855-0    VF-25,  obverse  scratch    160 

1855-S    XF-40,  full  head   390 

1856  AU-50   115 

1859-  S    VF-25,  gold  toning   290 

1860-  S    F-12,  minor  obverse  scratch   350 

1861  AU-50   110 

1862  AU-50   120 

1863  XF-40   115 

1864  XF-40,  darkly  toned    235 

1865  VF-35   210 

1867-  S    F-12,  minor  obv  scratches   255 

1868-  S    VF-20   175 

1870      XF-40,  light  iridescent  toning    230 

1872-CC  VG-10,  PCGS,  quite  rare   735 

1875       AU-50   95 

1876-  S    AU-50   120 

1877-  S    AU-50   98 

1877-S    Over  horizontal  S,  XF-40    350 

1887       AU-50   390 

WANT  LISTS  SOLICITED.  LIBERTY  SEATED  COLLECTIONS  PURCHASED. 

Terms:  Personal  checks  must  clear.  15  day  return  privilege  for  coins  in  unopened  holders. 

Please  add  $4.00  for  postage  on  all  orders. 

COIN  WON  COMPANY  •  LSCC  #1283 

P.O.  Box  161  •  Buffalo,  New  York  14221 
Telephone  (716)  688-0833  •  FAX  (71 6)  688-9049 
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Research  Indicates  that  Fazzari  1877 
Half  Dollar  is  an  Overdate 

by 

Bill  Fivaz 

In  Issue  #61  of  the  journal,  Randy  Wiley  stated  that  he  was  disappointed  by  any 
endorsement  of  the  1877/6  half  dollar  that  Skip  Fazzari  discovered  and  reported  in 
Issues  #50  and  #60  of  the  journal.  Besides  Skip,  Alan  Herbert,  Charlie  Hoskins  of 
INS,  J.T.  Stanton  and  I  all  feel  very  certain  that  this  coin  has  a  clear  7/6  overdate. 

Randy's  opinion  is  based  on  his  understanding  of  the  manufacture  of  dies, 
specifically  when  numbers  are  added  to  them.  I  think  the  following  quote  from  page 
118  of  the  VanAllen/Mallis  "VAM"  book  describing  1880  Morgan  dollar  varieties 
might  clarify  the  situation  for  Randy  and  others  who  feel  that  this  cannot  happen. 

"The  1 880  series  of  overdates  show  varying  degrees  of  overdate  strength  within 
the  80  digits,  above  and  below  them  and  on  their  surface.  This  is  due  to  the  varying 
depths  thatthe  80  digits  were  punched  over  the  79  digits  and  the  degree  of  polishing 
the  dies  subsequently  received.  Each  working  die  had  the  digits  repunched  by  hand 
using  single  digit  punches  or  two  or  four  digit  logotypes.  The  old  79  digits  were  not 
ground  off  the  working  dies  since  this  would  have  resulted  in  a  depression  in  the 
dies  and  resulted  in  a  raised  area  on  the  coins.  Welding  the  digits  on  working  dies 
to  fill  them  up  was  not  performed  since  neither  electric  nor  oxyacetylene  welding 
techniques  had  yet  been  invented  in  1 880. 

"When  the  80  digits  were  punched  into  the  79  digit  cavities,  the  annealed  die 
allowed  the  metal  to  flow  into  the  voids  of  the  7  and  9.  The  plastic  metal  flow  was 
three  dimensional  since  the  digits  had  depth  as  well  as  height  and  width.  After  the 
80  digits  were  punched  into  the  working  die,  the  die  face  was  polished  or  basined 
at  each  mint  using  a  rotating  horizontal  iron  disc  with  successively  finer  emery  grit 
compounds  mixed  with  oil.  This  polished  down  any  raised  metal  or  rough  edges  on 
the  die  field  around  the  overdated  digits  and  removed  the  79  digit  traces  to  various 
degrees.  However,  the  79  digits  remaining  on  the  tops  of  the  80  digits  were  not 
disturbed  by  the  basining  process. 

"The  initial  discovery  of  the  1 880-P  8/7  was  first  reported  in  1 964  by  A.  George 
Mallis  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  "List  of  Die  Varieties,  Morgan  Head  Silver  Dollars".  The 
overdate  designs  on  top  of  the  80  digits  were  first  pointed  out  by  Anthony  and 
Dazelle  Morano  in  the  December,  1 964  issue  of  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine. 
They  were  later  discussed  by  Tom  DeLorey  in  the  June  9,  1976  "Collector's 
Clearinghouse"  column  in  Coin  World.  The  plastic  metal  flow  of  80  digits  into  the  79 
digits  was  demonstrated  by  Leroy  Van  Allen  in  the  October  27  and  November  3, 
1976  "Collector's  Clearinghouse"  column  in  Coin  World,  by  forcing  model  date 
digits  into  clay  molds.  These  demonstrations  duplicated  the  various  features  of  the 
1880  overdates  including  the  79  digits  on  top  of  the  80  digits." 

I  hope  this  clarifies  the  situation  and  points  out  quite  clearly  that  this  type  of 
overdate  can  and  does  exist. 

Source:  Comprehensive  Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia  of  Morgan  and  Peace 
Dollars.  Third  Edition,  by  Leroy  C.  Van  Allen  and  A.  George  Mallis. 
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An  1876  Dime  with  Two  Errors 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 


Presented  with  this  article  are  pictures  of  an  1 876  dime  that  was  struck  with  two 
major  error  features.  The  planchet  was  not  fully  within  the  collar  when  it  was  struck 
resulting  in  a  design  that  was  struck  1 5%  off  center  toward  1 0  o'clock.  There  is  no 
reeding  on  the  coin  and  there  is  a  moon  shaped  blank  area  on  the  right  side  of  the 
coin.  Off  center  errors  are  difficult  enough  to  find  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series  but  this 
specimen  shows  an  additional  error  that  was  created  when  the  piece  was  struck. 
The  upper  left  side  of  the  obverse  shows  evidence  of  a  partial  brockage  created 
when  another  coin  was  resting  on  top  of  this  specimen  when  it  received  a  strike  from 
the  obverse  die.  It  is  clear  that  the  coin  resting  on  this  specimen  initially  received  a 
centered  strike  from  the  coinage  dies.  The  reeding  from  that  specimen  can  be  seen 
cutting  into  the  obverse  image  of  the  pictured  coin.  Furthermore,  the  denticles  from 
the  other  specimen  can  be  seen  cutting  into  the  planchet  in  an  arc  through  the 
brockage  part  of  the  obverse.  The  outer  edge  of  the  brockage  area  also  shows  the 
reverse  image  of  part  of  the  reverse  wreath  near  the  edge  of  the  planchet. 

The  reverse  of  this  specimen  has  the  split  left  ribbon  end  as  characterized  by  the 
Type  I  reverse  hub  of  this  era.  There  are  no  visible  die  cracks  on  the  reverse  and  no 
unusual  planchet  defects  in  the  blank  area  of  the  coin. 

The  existence  of  this  specimen  would  indicate  that  there  was  another  1 876  error 
coin  that  would  match  the  defects  that  were  produced  on  this  coin.  This  coin  would 
be  double  struck  with  the  second  strike  80%  off  center.  It  would  show  a  portion  of 
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the  letters  UNITED  STATES  on  the  double  struck  area  of  the  obverse.  The  reverse 
would  show  a  damaged  area  where  the  blank  planchet  of  the  pictured  specimen 
would  have  flattened  out  the  reverse  design.  This  coin  could  still  exist  or  it  could 
have  been  lost  or  destroyed  sometime  during  the  many  years  since  it  was  struck. 

The  obverse  of  this  specimen  has  a  date  position  SP-8  as  defined  by  Kam 
Ahwash  in  his  book  on  the  Seated  dime  series.  This  specimen  is  an  example  of  his 
A-1  variety  of  this  date  with  the  die  crack  that  runs  from  a  denticle  below  the  8  to  the 
lower  edge  of  the  7.  Not  mentioned  by  Ahwash  is  a  die  scratch  that  runs  at  a  diagonal 
through  the  obverse  shield  from  the  4th  vertical  stripe  to  the  7th  vertical  stripe  just 
above  the  lower  edge  of  the  shield.  These  die  features  should  identify  this  obverse 
die  and  possibly  identify  other  specimens  that  might  have  been  struck  at  the  time 
the  press  malfunctioned  to  produce  the  pictured  coin. 


Quality  Liberty  Seated  Coins  for  Sale 


DIMES 

1876-CC    NGCMS-65   $1025 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-CC  NGCAU-58   $495 

QUARTERS 

1880         PCGSMS-62   $675 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1 839        With  Drapery  Ch  EF-45   $1 35 

1849  PCGSAU-53    295 

1856-  S      Ch  EF-45  Large  S   475 

1857-  S      ChEF   465 

1858-  S      ChEF-48-l-   285 

1 869-S      Ch  EF  Light  gray   1 25 

1871         Ch  EF-45   89 

1883         ChEF   305 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1842         PCGSAU-55   $565 

1845         PCGSEF-45    525 

1847         PCGSAU-50    425 

1850  PCGSEF-45    1425 

1853         NGCAU-55    1395 

1871         PCGSAU-50   550 


JoeShon  •  LSCC#912 

p.  O.  Box  870674  •  Stone  Mountain,  Georgia  30087 
Telephone  (404)  661-5841 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 

I  was  very  interested  in  the  recent  article  by  Weimar  W.  White  on  the  background 
regarding  clashed  dies  and  their  tell  tale  marks  using  the  uncirculated  1 875-CC  half 
dollar  as  a  well  illustrated  example.  I  have  observed  some  of  these  types  of  marks, 
particularly  the  impression  of  the  eagle's  left  wing  pit,  for  some  years  on  four  half 
dollars  in  my  collection.  These  marks  are  on  coins  dated  1853, 1857, 1865-S  and 
1876-CC.  The  1865-S  coin  shows  part  of  the  eagle's  breast  feathers  radiating  off 
Miss  Liberty's  leg  starting  at  the  drapery  down  to  the  middle  part  of  the  leg  below 
the  knee.  The  Wiley-Bugert  book  on  half  dollars  mentions  clashed  dies  for  the 
1865-S.  Unless  the  coin  is  uncirculated  or  in  a  very  strong  almost  uncirculated 
grade,  the  left  wing  pit  appears  to  be  the  most  visible  indicator  of  a  clashed  die  on 
lower  graded  coins.  Clashed  dies  offer  a  new  challenge  that  individuals  can  pursue 
in  their  collecting  of  Seated  coins. 

Paul  Brill 
LSCC  #749 


I  just  read  with  interest  the  article  in  Issue  #61  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  about  the 
2M  and  2L  obverse  and  reverse  Trade  Dollar  types.  I  am  a  specialized  collector  of 
Trade  Dollars  and  appreciate  the  contribution  made  by  this  article.  I  have  some 
additional  verifications  and  contributions  to  this  study.  Listed  below  are  new 
verifications  of  varieties  for  this  series:  1875  Type  1/1  ,  1 875-CC  Type  1/2M  and 
1877-S  Large  S  Type  2M/2M. 

As  a  suggestion,  I  would  eliminate  the  two  columns  for  Types  2M/1  and  2L/1  since  I 
have  never  heard  of  a  coin  of  these  basic  varieties.  Unless  someone  gives  me  a  coin  of 
these  basic  types  to  physically  verify,  I  am  going  to  be  skeptical  that  they  actually  exist. 

It  appears  that  the  2M  reverse  was  used  in  1 875, 1 876  and  1 877.  The  2M  obverse 
appears  to  have  been  used  in  just  1 876  and  1 877.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  if  2M 
obverses  or  reverses  show  up  on  any  coins  dated  1 878  or  later. 

Joe  Kirchgessner 
LSCC  #1560 


In  Issue  #60  of  the  journal,  I  reported  on  the  discovery  of  a  boldly  blundered  1 853 
Arrows  half  dime  in  AU  condition.  I  suggested  in  that  article  that  there  was  a  possibility 
of  a  2  in  addition  to  a  second  3  in  the  area  of  the  right  arrow.  Michael  Hodder,  who  had 
also  seen  the  coin  and  examined  it  under  magnification,  saw  the  3  under  the  arrow 
shaft  and  also  thought  he  could  see  a  ghost  2  under  the  arrow  barb. 

I  attended  the  ANA  Summer  Seminar  in  Colorado  Springs  in  July  and  was  most 
fortunate  to  have  access  to  the  Scanning  Electron  Microscope  at  Colorado  College 
through  ANA.  The  SEM  photographs  show  a  ghost  3  directly  underneath  the  arrow 
shaft,  and  also  a  ghost  2,  the  top  of  which  shows  above  the  right  arrow  barb.  In  order 
to  assure  myself  that  this  was  not  another  3  but  indeed  a  2, 1  examined  the  shape 
of  the  2  on  the  1 852  half  dime  and  found  that  its  upper  shape  appears  to  be  the  same 
as  shown  in  the  SEM  photos. 

I  believe  that  the  above  confirmation  of  the  presence  of  a  2  now  allows  us  to 
accurately  describe  this  variety  as  an  1853/1853/2  overdate. 

Al  BIythe 
LSCC  #579 
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Since  my  article  on  the  1851  V-3  half  dime  was  published  in  Issue  #58  of  the 
joumal,  I  have  has  access  to  an  uncirculated  1 851  V-1  half  dime.  A  study  of  this  coin 
has  led  to  two  conclusions  which  appear  to  be  appropriate  additions  to  that  article. 

First,  the  elongated  left  foot  of  the  first  1  in  the  date  on  the  1 851  V-1  half  dime 
appears  to  be  the  result  of  a  doubled  1  visible  only  on  this  portion  of  the  date. 
Another  example  of  the  1 851  V-1  half  dime  might  not  show  this  doubling.  Conse- 
quently, the  left  end  of  base  of  1  might  not  cover  more  than  half  the  denticle  below 
it  on  all  examples  of  this  variety. 

Second,  the  uncirculated  1 851  V-1  half  dime  shows  no  sign  of  the  file  marks  on 
the  reverse  which  were  noted  by  Breen  in  his  description  of  the  proof  of  this  date, 
which  he  understood  to  be  an  example  of  the  1 851  V-1  variety.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  1 851  V-3  example  pictured  in  my  article  has  these  same  marks.  It  would  appear 
that  the  proof  of  this  date  should  be  recognized  as  the  V-3  variety,  and  not  the  V-1 
variety.  I  have  not  seen  a  proof  example  of  this  date  but  would  welcome  a  verification 
by  the  owner  of  an  1851  proof  half  dime. 

William  A.  Harmon 
LSCC#1060 


Paul  Brill  is  indeed  correct  when  he  states  in  Issue  #61  of  the  Journal  that  there 
were  two  reverse  dies  paired  with  the  1 845-0  Footless  1  half  dollar  obverse.  His  coin 
is  an  early  die  state  of  the  Footless  1  obverse  and  the  first  reverse  die  pairing  for  this 
major  variety.  At  the  time  Randy  and  I  drafted  our  book,  we  were  only  able  to  locate 
one  of  the  two  die  marriages  Beistle  identified  for  the  Footless  1  variety.  It  was  our 
policy  only  to  list  in  our  book  what  we  had  in  our  extensive  collections  or  those 
varieties  that  we  could  verify  by  credible  sources.  Since  our  book  was  published, 
Randy  and  I  have  both  found  examples  of  Beistle's  other  reverse  die  for  this  variety. 
Below  is  information  for  ready  identification  of  these  reverses: 

Beistle  Number     WB  Variety      Reverse  Identification  Key 

B-7G  WB-109       First  set  of  vertical  shield  lines,  counting  from  the 

left,  has  a  hole  near  the  top;  mintmark  above  right 
edge  of  F  in  HALF.  1 48  reeds.  Late  die  state.  This  is 
the  variety  we  initially  saw  and  listed  in  our  book. 

B-7Ha  WB-109       Reverse  cracked,  most  noticeably  through  olive 

leaves  and  H  of  HALF  as  in  Brill  photo;  mintmark  is 
low  and  above  left  edge  of  F  in  HALF.  147  reeds. 
Early  die  state. 

Note  the  difference  in  reed  count.  This  difference  infers  to  me  that  the  two  die 
marriages  were  struck  at  different  times  with  a  different  denomination  struck 
between  the  two  marriages  or  at  least  with  a  lengthy  break  between  the  striking  of 
the  two  varieties. 

The  die  pairing  with  the  hole  in  the  reverse  set  of  shield  lines  is  by  far  the  late  die 
state;  more  of  the  lower  left  base  of  the  1  is  missing  and  the  obverse  die  cracks  are 
more  advanced  than  on  the  other  die  pairing.  I  don't  have  a  good  feel  for  which  die 
marriage  is  more  available,  only  time  and  input  from  other  collectors  will  tell. 

Bill  Bugert 
LSCC  #455 
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In  1984  John  Kroon  described  four  reverses  that  were  used  to  strike  1870-CC 
Seated  dollars.  In  1 985  Joe  Jaffe  identified  a  5th  reverse  that  was  used  to  strike  this 
date.  Since  its  identification  over  ten  years  ago,  examples  of  the  Reverse  5  variety 
have  continued  to  be  difficult  to  obtain.  I  would  like  to  report  that  I  have  recently 
purchased  a  nice  AU  example  of  the  1 870-CC  dollar  with  Reverse  5.  This  reverse 
is  characterized  by  its  mintmark  position  and  by  the  die  scratch  that  appears  as  a 
raised  line  that  runs  at  a  diagonal  through  the  reverse  shield. 

I  cannot  say  that  this  variety  would  be  worth  a  premium  because  variety 
collectors  are  a  rarity  in  the  Seated  dollar  series.  But  Carson  City  Seated  dollars 
have  always  created  interest  because  of  their  great  rarity.  I  now  own  three  examples 
of  the  1 870-CC  dollar,  one  with  Reverse  1 ,  another  with  Reverse  4  and  the  third  with 
Reverse  5.  It  is  difficult  enough  trying  to  buy  nice  examples  of  the  1 870-CC  dollar 
without  trying  to  purchase  an  example  of  each  of  the  known  varieties  of  this  date. 

Dr.  Wallace  Lee 
LSCC  #  994 
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LSCC 

Spring  Regional  Meeting 

LSCC  will  hold  a  regional  meeting  of  the  club  at  the  Central  States  Convention 
that  will  be  held  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  from  April  28-30, 1 995.  The  club  meeting 
will  be  held  at  9:00a.m.  on  Friday,  April  28, 1 995  in  the  East  Octagon  Room  on  the 
upper  level  of  the  MECCA  Convention  Center. 

The  purpose  of  this  meeting  will  be  to  provide  LSCC  members  with  an  opportu- 
nity to  discuss  Seated  coinage  and  to  present  information  on  future  club  activities. 
You  might  want  to  use  this  meeting  as  an  opportunity  to  show  other  club  members 
interesting  or  unusual  Seated  coins  that  you  have  purchased  over  the  years.  Copies 
of  all  three  collective  volumes  of  the  journal  will  be  available  for  purchase  at  the 
meeting. 

The  22nd  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  104th 
Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  this  summer  in 
Anaheim,  California.  Further  details  on  this  meeting  will  be  announced  in  future 
publications  by  the  club. 

The  Editor 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LiBCRTy  Seated  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTOR  □      DEALER  □  COLLECTOR/DEALER  □ 

YOU  MAY  □      MAY  NOT  □ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMES  □  DIMES  □ 

QUARTERS  □         HALF  DOLLARS  □       DOLLARS  □         ALL  SEATED  □ 

SIGNATURE  DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $1 5.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  fee. 
Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
Scott  Grieb    •    P.O.  Box  776 
Crystal  Lake,  Illinois  60039-0776 
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CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or 
change  your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two 
Journals  returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has 
moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases,  we  must  wait  for  the  member 
to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnec- 
essary delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible 
of  any  change  of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1873-CC 
Trade  Dollar 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are 
invited.  This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating 
it  on  behalf  of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


